Feminists  gear  up 
for  D.C.  action 

Civil  disobedience  may  follow  NOW-sponsored 
march  focused  on  reproductive  rights  and  the 
ERA 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON  —  Several  hundred 
thousand  activists  from  around  the  country 
are  expected  to  make  the  trip  to  the  nation’s 
capitol  for  a  massive  April  9  March  for 
Women’s  Equality/Women’s  Lives.  Keep¬ 
ing  abortion  “safe  and  legal”  and  passing 
the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA)  are  the 
two  primary  demands  of  the  March, 
organized  by  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  (NOW).  Preliminary  planning  is 
also  underway  for  direct  action  at  the 
-  Supreme  Court  on  April  10. 

“The  organizing  has  been  remarkable. 
We  can’t  even  keep  up  with  the  response. 
People  are  outraged  by  attacks  on  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights  and  want  to  fight  back,”  said 
Ellen  Convisser,  president  of  Boston  NOW. 

Hundreds  of  busloads  of  activists  from 
the  country  are  lined  up  to  descend  on  the 
Capitol,  said  Tamar  Abrams,  director  of 
communications  for  the  National  Abortion 
Rights  Action  League  (NARAL).  “Millions 
of  women  will  be  silent  no  more.  We  have  to 
show  the  courts,  Congress  and  the  states 
that  we  are  the  majority,”  she  said. 

In  addition  to  widespread  mobilization  of 
feminists  and  reproductive  rights  activists, 
NOW  is,  encouraging  lesbian  and  gay  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  March.  “We  expect  great 
participation  from  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Lesbians  have  always  been  leaders 
in  the  struggle  for  abortion  rights,  but  we 
are  seeing  increased  interest  on  the  part  of 
gay  men  as  well,”  said  Nancy  Buermeyer, 
NOW’s  lesbian  and  gay  liaison. 

The  March,  which  will  assemble  at  10 
a.m.  on  the  Mall  and  rally  at  1:30  on  the 
Capitol’s  west  side,  was  planned  last  fall  to 
respond  to  several  recent  attacks  on 
women’s  reproductive  freedom  —  including 
those  by  “Operation  Rescue”  (OR),  an  anti¬ 
abortion  organization.  OR  has  gained  con¬ 


siderable  media  attention  by  demonstrating 
at  clinics  where  abortions  are  performed  and 
by  harassing  women  who  seek  abortions. 

Organizers  also  attribute  the  surge  in  na¬ 
tional  and  local  organizing  for  the  event  to 
the  Supreme  Court’s  Jan.  9  decision  to 
review  the  constitutionality  of  a  two-year- 
old  Missouri  law  severely  limiting  a 
woman’s  right  to  abortion. 

Missouri  state  officials,  backed  by  the 
U.S.  Justice  Department,  have  urged  the 
court  to  overturn  Roe  v.  Wade,  the  1972 
decision  legalizing  abortion.  The  Missouri 
case,  Webster  v.  Reproductive  Health  Ser¬ 
vices,  involves  the  constitutionally  of  a  law 
that  declares  that  human  life  begins  at  the 
“moment  of  inception”  and  that  “unborn 
children  have  protectable  interest  in  life, 
health  and  well  being.” 

The  law,  one  of  the  most  restrictive  abor¬ 
tion  laws  in  the  country,  bars  the  use  of 
public  funds  to  counsel  women  on  abortion; 
prohibits  the  use  of  public  hospitals  for 
abortions  that  are  not  necessary  to  “save” 
women’s  lives;  prohibits  participation  by 
public  employees  in  assisting  in  abortion 
procedures;  and  requires  doctors  who 
believe  a  pregnancy  is  beyond  20  weeks  to 
test  weight  and  lung  development  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  the  fetus  could  survive  outside  the 
womb.  In  1987  the  law  was  struck  down  by 
the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  on  the  grounds  that 
it  unconstitutionally  denied  a  woman’s  right 
to  privacy. 

Activists  say  they  believe  the  case  signals  a 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  conservative 
majority  on  the  court  to  overturn  or  further 
limit  women’s  legal  access  to  abortion.  Ac¬ 
cess  to  safe  abortion  has  become  more 
restricted  since  it  was  legalized  in  1972.  Only 
1 1  states  allow  funds  for  poor  women  seek- 
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Arbitrator 
rules  in 
Woo’s 
favor 

By  Chris  Bull 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  As  GCN  goes 
to  press,  a  court-appointed  arbitrator 
has  ordered  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley  to  reinstate  les¬ 
bian  Merle  Woo  to  her  position  as  lec¬ 
turer  with  full  back  pay,  benefits  and 
seniority.  Woo,  an  Asian-American 
and  Trotskyist-feminist,  charged  the 
university  with  discrimination  based  on 


race,  sex,  sexuality  and  political 
ideology  after  she  was  fired  in  1982  and 
again  in  1986.  Woo  was  supported  by 
the  American  Federation  of  Teachers 
and  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
around  the  country. 

Although  Arbitrator  Leo  Kanowitz 
said  he  did  not  find  evidence  of 
discrimination,  he  ruled  that  the 
university  had  acted  in  an  “arbitrary 
and  unreasonable  manner.”  The 
university  has  ten  days  to  accept  the  rul¬ 
ing  or  make  an  appeal,  according  to 
Nancy  Kato,  coordinator  of  the  Merle 
Woo  Defense  Committee.  “We’re  very 
happy  with  the  decision.  We  think  it  is 
the  result  of  much  public  support  from 
around  the  country,”  she  told  GCN. 

Kato  encouraged  readers  to  call 
University  of  California  Chancellor  Ira 
Hegman  and  ask  him  to  accept  the  ar¬ 
bitrator’s  decision.  Hegman  can  be 
reached  at  (415)  642-7464. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Daley  Jr.  inherits  Chicago 

Sawyer  loses  Democratic  primary  despite  Black  and  gay 
support 

By  Chris  Bull 

CHICAGO  —  Richard  Daley,  Jr.,  son  of 
the  Democratic  mayor  who  helped  define 
machine  politics,  defeated  the  incumbent 
Mayor  Eugene  Sawyer,  who  was  supported 
by  a  majority  of  lesbian  and  gay  voters,  by  a 
large  margin  in  the  Feb.  28  Democratic 
mayoral  primary  election.  Daley  will  face 
Alderman  Timothy  Evans,  a  progressive 
who  is  running  as  an  independent,  and 
Democrat-turned-Republican  Richard 
Vrdolyak,  in  the  April  4  general  election. 

Lesbian  and  gay  activists  disagreed  about 
the  meaning  of  Daley’s  victory.  Laurie  Ditt- 
man,  co-chair  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Town 
Meeting,  told  GCN  that  Sawyer  was  the 
community’s  strongest  supporter  among  all 
the  mayoral  candidates.  Sawyer  is  widely 
credited  with  convincing  several  aldermen  to 
vote  for  the  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation 
in  the  city’s  human  rights  ordinance,  which 
passed  on  Dec.  21  after  going  down  to 
defeat  for  14  consecutive  years. 

“We’re  pretty  depressed.  Sawyer  has 
done  much  for  us.  It  feels  like  an  open  door 
was  closed  for  us.  None  of  the  other  can¬ 
didates  has  displayed  much  access  for  us,” 
said  Dittman.  She  pointed  out  that  Daley, 
after  actively  lobbying  the  Chicago  City 
Council  to  pass  the  human  rights  ordinance, 
subsequently  distanced  himself  from  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community.  Dittman  main¬ 
tained  that  Alderman  Tim  Evans,  who  is 
Black,  has  never  been  a  strong  supporter  of 
the  community,  and  that  he  privately  con¬ 
sidered  dropping  his  support  of  the  or¬ 
dinance  when  it  was  clear  Sawyer  would 
gain  politically  from  its  passage. 

Evans’  supporters  argue  that  he  is  a  pro¬ 
tege  of  the  late  Mayor  Harold  Washington, 
who  was  considered  to  be  a  strong  ally  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  Evans  is  run¬ 
ning  as  the  Harold  Washington  Party  can¬ 
didate,  a  party  he  founded  to  stress  his  ties 
with  the  popular  mayor. 

Mary  Mack,  a  member  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Progressive  Democratic  Organization, 
told  GCN  that  Evans  is  more  supportive  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues  than  Daley.  "We 
fought  the  Daley  machine  for  thirteen  years 


to  get  the  bill  out  of  committee.  Now  we  are 
talking  about  his  son,  but  he  was  more 
or  less  forced  into  supporting  the  bill  to  even 
be  considered  in  the  community.  Evans  was 
with  us  for  ten  years  when  our  political 
future  was  not  so  great,”  she  said. 

Evans  is  more  progressive  on  almost  every 
issue  important  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity,  commented  Mack.  She  pointed  out 
Evans  is  strongly  pro-choice,  while  Daley 
opposes  abortion;  he  has  consistently  sup¬ 
ported  increased  funding  for  public  educa¬ 
tion  and  health  care;  he  has  taken  a  hard  line 
against  police  brutality;  and  he  supports  ex¬ 
plicit  AIDS  education. 

Many  members  of  the  lesbian/gay  and 
Black  communities  were  angered  when  a 
group  of  white  aldermen  blocked  Evans’  bid 
to  become  mayor  after  Washington’s  death 
by  supporting  Sawyer.  Given  Evan’s  close 
ties  to  Washington,  turnout  for  Sawyer  in 
Black  wards  was  low,  although  he  captured 
almost  95  percent  of  the  Black  votes  cast. 
Daley  captured  91  percent  of  the  white  vote. 

Exit  polls  in  Chicago  also  indicate  that 
Daley  overwhelmingly  captured  the  city’s 
large  Jewish  vote.  Sawyer  alienated  many 
Jewish  voters  when  he  was  slow  to  fire  a 
staff  member  who  publicly  accused  Jewish 
doctors  of  injecting  HIV  antibody  positive 
blood  into  Black  babies.  Although  exit  polls 
indicate  lesbian  and  gay  voters  turned  out  in 
large  numbers  for  Sawyer,  it  was  not  enough 
to  overcome  heavy  support  for  Daley  in 
predominantly  white  non-gay  wards.  In  one 
largely  white  ward,  Daley  outpolled  Sawyer 
29,329  to  920. 

Although  many  lesbian  and  gay  voters 
may  prefer  Evans  to  Daley,  Dittman  said  he 
has  very  little  chance  of  winning  the  general 
election.  “The  reality  is  that  last  night  was 
our  last  shot  at  having  a  mayor  who  is  com¬ 
pletely  committed  to  lesbian  and  gay 
issues,”  she  said.  The  Democratic  nominee 
has  won  the  general  election  for  the  last  60 
years. 

Dittman  decried  what  she  said  were  racist 
voting  patterns  by  white  voters.  “Despite 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Mr.  President,  please  do  not  fall  victim 
to  the  stereotype  that  all  gay  voters  are 
liberal  Democrats.  Millions  of  gay  voters, 
such  as  the  members  of  our  organization, 
support  the  beliefs  and  the  candidates  of  the 
Republican  Party. 

“We  wish  you  success  in  leading  our  na¬ 
tion  to  be  kinder  and  gentler  —  all  we  ask  is 
that  gay  Americans  not  be  excluded.” 

—  From  a  letter  sent  to  President 
Bush  by  Republicans  for  Individual 
Freedoms,  a  gay  Republican  organization. 
Stay  tuned  for  the  president's  reply... 

Efforts  to  oust 
Texas  judge 
continue 

AUSTIN,  Texas  —  The  Texas  State  Com¬ 
mission  on  Judicial  Conduct  made  a  rare 
move  Feb.  27  by  declaring  it  will  institute 
formal  proceedings  against  Judge  Jack 
Hampton  of  Dallas,  who  lightened  the 
sentence  of  a  man  convicted  of  murder  in 
part  because  his  victims  were  “queers.”  (See 
GCN,  Dec.  25,  1988.) 

The  Commission’s  decision  means  the 
state’s  Supreme  Court  must  appoint  a 
“Master,”  who  will  conduct  a  hearing  and 
issue  a  report  to  the  Commission,  which  can- 
then  recommend  to  the  Supreme  Court  that 
Hampton  be  removed. 

“This  decision  is  certainly  more  than  we 
expected,”  said  Martine  Torres- Aponte,  a 
spokeswoman  for  the  Texas  Human  Rights 
Foundation,  a  lesbian  and  gay  group  that 
has  protested  Hampton’s  actions  and 
demanded  his  removal  from  the  bench. 
Torres-Aponte  said  it  was  not  clear  how 
long  the  formal  proceeding  might  take. 
“Since  Hampton  comes  up  for  re-election  in 
1990,  they  might  just  drag  this  thing  out  and 
then  he  wouldn’t  run,”  she  said,  noting  that 
the  Commission  might  not  be  interested  in 
moving  too  quickly. 

But  she  added  that  the  Commission’s 
decision  was  relatively  rare,  and  therefore  a 
strong  statement  about  the  weight  of  op¬ 
position  to  Hampton’s  remaining  on  the 
job.  “We  don’t  have  statistics  for  1988,  but 
of  the  515  disciplinary  actions  considered 
[by  the  Commission]  in  1987,  only  one  case 
resulted  in  formal  proceedings,”  she  said. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Rights  bill  backers 
strategize 

BOSTON  —  About  50  lesbian/gay  civil 
rights  advocates  held  an  all-day  gathering 
Feb. 25  to  hear  a  progress  report  on  the 
Massachusetts  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights 
bill.  Sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Caucus  (MGLPC), 
MASS  ACT  OUT,  the  Greater  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Caucus,  and  the 
Massachusetts  National  Organization  for 
Women,  the  event  included  a  series  of  brief 
presentations  by  various  bill  supporters  on 
topics  including  “Phone  trees  and  phone 
banking,”  “Fundraising,”  and  “Visibility 
Actions.” 

Originally  billed  as  a  “summit”  of 
political,  religious,  and  social  groups  from 
across  the  state  to  strategize  and  mobilize 
community  efforts  to  pass  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Civil  Rights  Bill,  organizers  who  said 
they  expected  to  attract  1,000  people  at¬ 
tributed  the  relatively  low  turnout  to  Friday 
evening’s  snowstorm. 

The  bill,  which  was  filed  for  the  seven¬ 
teenth  consecutive  year  Dec.  7,  was  voted 
out  of  the  Commerce  and  Labor  Committee 
Feb.  17  and  is  expected  to  be  debated  on  the 
House  floor  in  April.  In  order  to  ensure  the 
bill  has  the  best  opportunity  for  passage, 
Barbara  Boring,  lobbyist  for  the 
Massachusetts  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights 
bill,  said  the  bill  needs  to  be  released  from 
the  Committee  on  Bills  in  Third  Reading  by 
the  beginning  of  December.  Because  that 
Committee  can  hold  the  bill  for  45  days,  it 
must  first  pass  through  the  House  Floor,  the 
Senate  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  the 
Senate  Steering  Policy  Committee,  and  the 
Senate  floor  debate  and  vote  by  mid- 
October. 

Last  year,  the  bill  was  effectively  killed  by 
Sen.  Arthur  Lewis  (D-Boston)  who  chaired 
the  Committee  on  Bills  in  Third  Reading 
and  held  the  bill  for  the  maximum  45  days 
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allowed  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  passing. 
This  year’s  chair,  Sen.  William  MacLean, 
Jr.  (D-Fairhaven),  has  said  he  will  not  hold 
any  bills  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  them 
from  passing.  However,  Lewis  is  now  chair 
of  the  Senate  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
where  the  bill  begins  its  journey  in  the 
Senate. 

Arline  Isaacson,  former  lobbyist  for  the 
Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Caucus,  said  “The  bill  [in  previous  years] 
hasn’t  lost.  We  just  haven’t  won  yet.”  She 
explained  that  the  key  to  getting  the  bill 
passed  is  organizing  more  people  to  actively 
lobby  for  the  bill.  “The  right  wing 
Republicans,  the  Southern  Baptists,  the 
Phyllis  Schlafley-like  organizations  have  all 
out-organized  us.” 

Isaacson  also  stressed  using  the  term 
“civil  rights”  in  lobbying  efforts.  She  said 
they  are  trying  to  break  away  from  the  use  of 
“gay  rights”  because,  for  many,  that  con¬ 
notes  giving  lesbians  and  gay  men  special 
privileges. 

□  Judy  Harris 

ACT  UP!  pops  up 
overseas 

LONDON  —  The  AIDS  Coalition  to 
Unleash  Power  (ACT  UP)  has  gained  its 
first  European  chapter  (as  well  as  an  ex¬ 
clamation  point)  with  the  formation  of  ACT 
UP!  LONDON,  according  to  Gay  Times. 
The  direct  action  group’s  first  demonstra¬ 
tion  was  held  outside  the  annual  general 
meeting  of  drug  manufacturer  Burroughs 
Wellcome,  protesting  the  company’s  “ex¬ 
cessive  profiteering”  in  its  marketing  of 
AZT. 

Modeled  after  U.S.  groups  of  the  same 
name,  ACT  UP!  LONDON  is  committed  to 
“highly  visible  street  protests  aimed  at  im¬ 
proving  the  standard  of  media  reporting 
about  AIDS,  countering  Government  indif¬ 
ference  and  demanding  the  swift  release  of 
promising  drug  treatments.” 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Mexican  gay 
archives  formed 

MEXICO  CITY  —  Gay  activists  in  the 
capital  city  have  recently  established  an  ar¬ 
chives  here,  to  be  called  the  Centro  de  Infor- 
macion  y  Documentacion  de  las  Homosex- 
ualides  en  Mexico  (CIDHOM).  According 
to  spokesperson  Juan  Jacobo  Hernandez, 
the  group  is  seeking  donations  of  books, 
magazines,  newspapers  and  other  materials 
related  to  gay  and  lesbian  issues. 
CIDHOM’s  mailing  address  is:  Apartado 
Postal  13-424,  Mexico  13,  D.F.  03500,  Mex¬ 
ico. 

□  John  Kyper 

Prisoner  challenging 
HIV  antibody 
testing  seeks  lawyer 

SANDSTONE,  Minn.  —  A  prisoner  at 
the  Federal  Correctional  Insitution  here 
challenging  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons 
policy  and  the  Presidential  executive  order 
requiring  HIV  antibody  testing  as  a  release 
condition  for  federal  prisoners  is  seeking  a 
volunteer  attorney  to  handle  his  lawsuit. 
Starchild  v.  Reagan,  brought  by  Adam  Star- 
child  in  June,  1988,  is  pending  in  the  United 
States  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia.  Interested  attorneys  or  legal  aid  or¬ 
ganizations  are  invited  to  write  to  Starchild 
or  check  the  court  file  for  more  details. 
Readers  are  invited  to  bring  this  case  to  the 
attention  of  D.C.-area  law  firms  that  might 
be  interested  in  pro  bono  work.  To  contact 
Starchild,  write  to:  Adam  Starchild, 
04690-067,  Box  1000-C,  Sandstone,  MN 
55072. 

□  Adam  Starchild 


Correction 

The  obituary  for  Michael  Hirsch  that  appeared  in 
the  Feb.  25  issue  of  GCN  incorrectly  listed  the  ad¬ 
dress  for  his  memorial.  The  service  will  take  place 
Monday,  March  6,  at  9:30  a.m.  at  St.  Francis  Xavier 
Church.  30  West  16th  St.,  in  New  York  City.  □ 

AY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


As  part  of  this  International  Women’s 
Day  issue  of  GCN,  this  section  of  News 
Notes  has  a  special  focus  on  women. 

Black  lesbians  to 
meet  in  England 

LONDON  —  The  Second  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Black  Lesbians  is  scheduled  to 
take  place  in  England  in  April.  According  to 
the  newsletter  of  the  International  Lesbian 
Information  Service  (ILIS),  the  planning 
group  for  the  event  is  seeking  funding  from 
“anyone  who  is  interested  in  contributing  to 
fighting  sexism,  racism  and  homophobia.” 
The  conference  is  open  to  anyone  who  iden¬ 
tifies  herself  as  both  Black  and  lesbian,  and 
Black  lesbians  from  all  five  continents  are 
encouraged  to  participate.  For  information, 
write:  Camden  Lesbian  Centre  and  Black 
Lesbian  Group,  54-56  Phoenix  Road,  Lon¬ 
don  NW1,  England. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Thai  lesbian  group 
fundraising 

BANGKOK  —  The  lesbian  feminist 
group  here  is  raising  money  by  selling 
notecards  with  reproductions  of  lesbian 
erotica  from  ancient  Thailand.  The  cards 
are  available  through  Interpot  (the  group 
that  publishes  the  ILIS  newsletter).  For 
price  information  and  to  order,  write  to  In¬ 
terpot,  COC,  Rozenstraat  8,  1016  nx, 
Amsterdam,  the  Netherlands. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


International  soccer 
tourney  seeks  dykes 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Soccer  Club  is 
looking  for  lesbians  to  help  organize  a 
women’s  component  to  the  international 
soccer  tournament  to  be  held  in  Boston  Oct. 
6-9,  1989. 

The  Massachusetts  Bay  Soccer  Cham¬ 
pionship  is  the  third  annual  tournament 
since  Gay  Games  II.  In  preceding  years,  at 
Denver  and  Seattle,  only  men’s  teams  par¬ 
ticipated.  The  Boston  Strikers  membership 
hopes  women’s  teams  will  participate  so  that 
the  event  will  better  represent  the  sport  and 
the  community.  Women’s  teams  are  invited 
to  participate  in  the  Mass.  Bay  Champion¬ 
ship  regardless  of  whether  a  separate  divi¬ 
sion  is  organized.  But  support  from  local 
lesbians  is  necessary  to  help  plan  to  make  a 
women’s  division  possible,  and  to  make  the 
Mass.  Bay  Championship  more  responsive 
to  the  diversity  of  athletes  playing  soccer. 

The  Boston  Strikers  are  proud  that 
Boston  was  chosen  site  for  this  international 
event  and  look  forward  to  hosting  gay  and 
lesbian  soccer  players. 

If  you  are  interested  in  helping  organize 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Soccer  Champion¬ 
ship,  please  contact  Jeff  Pike,  (617) 
547-8046  or  Erik  Andersen,  (617)  423-0929. 

□  Jeff  Pike 

Aboriginal  woman 
to  chair  Australian 
AIDS  panel 

DARWIN,  Australia  —  Bernadette 
Hudson,  an  Aboriginal  Health 
worker  and  coordinator  of  the  Northern 
Territory  Aboriginal  AIDS  Programme,  has 


been  chosen  to  chair  one  of  the  federal 
government’s  six  panels  preparing  a  na¬ 
tional  report  on  AIDS. 

In  August,  1988,  when  Hudson  addressed 
the  Venerology  Society’s  Conference  in 
Melbourne,  she  spoke  in  a  straightforward 
way  about  people  learning  to  care  for  each 
other  and  explained  how  she  uses  the  story¬ 
telling  traditions  of  Aboriginal  culture  in 
teaching  her  program  about  AIDS. 

One  of  the  educational  techniques  Hud¬ 
son  has  developed  is  to  divide  AIDS  infor¬ 
mation  into  five  parts  —  one  for  each  digit 
of  the  human  hand.  The  technique  elimi¬ 
nates  the  need  for  leaflets.  “People,”  she 
said,  “don’t  read  them.  You  can’t  say  you 
forgot  your  hand.  It’s  with  you  everywhere. 
It’s  a  memory  aid  people  can  take  away  with 
them  and  keeps  the  message  alive.” 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Lesbian  groups  gain 
strength  in  Latin 
America 

LATIN  AMERICA  —  Lesbian  organiz¬ 
ing  and  activism  in  many  Latin  American 
countries  has  undergone  rapid  growth  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  five  years,  according  to  the  inter¬ 
national  lesbian  and  gay  newsletter  Paz  Y 
Liberacion.  In  a  report  published  last  fail 
the  newsletter  reported  on  the  work  of 
several  groups. 

The  oldest  lesbian  group  in  Latin  America 
is  the  Grupo  Acao  Lesbica  Feminista  (the 
Lesbian  Feminist  Action  Group),  which  has 
been  involved  in  the  feminist  movement  in 
Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  for  eight  years.  The 
group  also  publishes  a  magazine  in  Por¬ 
tuguese. 

The  Colectiva  Lesbica  Feminista  Ayu- 
quelen  is  the  only  lesbian  or  gay  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Chile,  where  the  government  views 
homosexuality  as  a  threat  to  the  state.  The 
Ayuquelen  collective,  which  has  been  able 
to  send  representatives  to  various  interna¬ 
tional  lesbian  and  gay  meetings,  is  trying  to 
start  a  quarterly  bulletin  as  well  as  en¬ 
courage  the  formation  of  a  gay  male  or  mix¬ 
ed  group. 

There  is  one  lesbian  group  in  Peru,  called 
Grupo  de  Autoconclencia  de  Lesbianas 
Feministas  (GALF).  The  group  organizes 
consciousness-raising  workshops  for  les¬ 
bians,  publishes  a  newsletter  called  Al 
Margen,  and  is  active  in  the  national 
feminist  movement. 

In  the  Dominican  Republic  a  lesbian 
feminist  group  called  the  Colectiva  Militene 
has  been  active  for  several  years  and 
publishes  a  magazine  called  Pezones. 

Costa  Rica  has  at  least  three  lesbian 
feminist  groups  that  are  active,  one  of  which 
is  located  in  San  Jose. 

Mexican  lesbians  have  active  organiza¬ 
tions  in  at  least  three  cities.  The  Grupo 
Lesbico  Patlatomali  is  a  three-year-old 
organization  in  Guadalajara  that  hosted  the 
first  Mexican  National  Lesbian  Conference 
in  1987.  Lesbianas  de  America  Latina 
(LAL),  of  Mexico  City,  hosted  the  first 
Latin  American  and  Caribbean  Les¬ 
bian/Feminist  Conference,  which  had  over 
300  participants  in  Cuernavaca  in  1987.  And 
a  new  group  has  been  organized  in  Tijuana 
called  the  Grupo  Lesbico  de  Tijuana. 

For  more  information  about  how  to  con¬ 
tact  these  and  other  Latin  American  lesbian 
and  gay  groups,  as  well  as  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  around  the  world,  contact  Paz  Y 
Liberacion,  P.O.  Box  66450,  Houston,  TX 
77266. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Lesbians  raped  by 
cops  in  Guadalajara 

GUADALAJARA,  Mexico  —  Twenty 
lesbians  were  arrested  and  raped  by  police 
officers  here  Nov.  12,  according  to  the  In¬ 
ternational  Lesbian  Information  Service 
(ILIS).  Based  on  information  from  Latino 
gay  activists  in  San  Diego,  California  and 
Tijuana,  Mexico,  ILIS  reported  that  the  at¬ 
tack  began  when  police  raided  a  local  gay 
disco. 

Since  there  is  no  gay  newspaper  in 
Guadalajara  —  which  has  a  population  of 
three  million  —  several  of  the  women  tried 
to  take  out  advertisements  in  local 
newspapers  to  publicize  what  had  happened 
to  them.  Only  one  paper  reportedly  ac¬ 
cepted  their  ad. 

The  ILIS  report  added  that  there  have 
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Sydney  Mardi  Gras  draws 
more  dykes 

Huge  annual  event  also  highlighted  by  homophobe’s  ire 


By  Kendall  Lovett 

SYDNEY  —  The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Mardi 
Gras  held  here  Feb.  3-18  was  the  largest  in 
the  event’s  12-year  history,  partly  due  to  a 
significant  increase  in  the  numbers  of  les¬ 
bians  participating.  The  larger  presence  of 


A  participant  in  the  1987  Gay  Mardi  Gras 


lesbians  was  attributed  to  the  addition  of  the 
word  “lesbian”  to  the  Parade  and  Festival’s 
official  title.  (It  was  formerly  called  the  Gay 
Mardi  Gras.) 

Increased  lesbian  visibility  was  especially 
evident  at  the  huge  parade  on  Saturday 
night,  Feb.  18.  One  float  was  ridden  by  a 
group  of  women  in  school  uniforms  called 
the  Young  Lesbians  Collective.  The  group’s 
banner  read  “Out  of  the  closets  and  into  the 
classrooms!” 

Despite  the  spectacular  nature  of  the 
parade  and  shouted  encouragement  from 
the  thousands  of  onlookers  who  lined  the 
route  and  packed  surrounding  buildings  to 
watch  the  passing  parade  of  floats,  walking 
groups  and  individual  performers,  there  was 


little  political  comment  in  the  parade’s  con¬ 
tent.  Political  messages  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  since  the  Australian  states  of 
Queensland,  Tasmania  and  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia  persist  in  retaining  repressive  laws 
against  gay  people. 

The  parade  was  not  without  controversy, 
however.  New  South  Wales  (NSW)  parlia¬ 
mentarian  Reverend  Fred  Nile,  of  the 
homophobic  Call  to  Australia  Party,  tried 
to  get  police  to  stop  the  parade  and  take  ac¬ 
tion  against  the  group  carrying  an  effigy 
head  on  a  mammoth  platter  of  the  Rev.  Fred 
“Egypt.”  The  effigy  was  inspired  by  Nile’s 
failed  attempt  last  year  in  the  NSW  parlia¬ 
ment  to  ban  the  1989  Gay  and  Lesbian  Mar¬ 
di  Gras. 

The  police  probably  realized  that  they 
might  have  had  a  full-scale  riot  on  their  hands 
if  the  had  heeded  Nile’s  request.  Nile’s 
much-publicized  demands  in  the  mass  media 
during  the  few  days  before  the  event  un¬ 
doubtedly  influenced  a  considerable 
number  of  onlookers  to  come  to  see  a  float 
that  had  so  enraged  the  fundamentalist 
Christian  leader. 

Another  NSW  parliamentarian,  Independent 
Clover  Moore,  took  a  distinctly  different 
approach  as  she  spoke  at  the  opening  of  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Mardi  Gras  Festival  Feb. 
3.  Moore  told  the  crowd,  “As  with  all  the 
festival  and  the  parade  itself,  it’s  an  impor¬ 
tant  expression  of  gay  pride.  As  a  communi¬ 
ty  you  have  a  lot  to  be  proud  of.  You  suc¬ 
cessfully  stage  one  of  the  world’s  most  spec¬ 
tacular  and  remarkable  grass-roots  commu¬ 
nity  events.  You  are  doing  it  at  the  same 
time  that .  you  are  confronting  the  most 
serious  health  crisis  of  our  time.  This  is  a 
tribute  to  your  courage,  your  strength  and 
your  resilience.”  □ 


Black  les/gay  group  holds 
national  day  of  mourning 

Boston  chapter  of  National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays  remembers /celebrates  those  who  have  died 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  African  drumming  filled  the 
meeting  house  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  in  Roxbury  as  lesbians  and  gay  men 
entered  and  lit  candles  to  begin  a  Day  of 
Remembrance  and  Mourning  for  Black  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays.  Members  of  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(NCBLG)  across  the  country  agreed  to  set 
Feb.  26  aside  as  a  day  of  mourning/celebra¬ 
tion  commemorating  members  of  their  com¬ 
munity  who  have  died,  particularly  the 
disproportionate  number  who  have  died' of 
AIDS.  The  event,  attended  by  50  people, 
was  inspired  by  the  AIDS-related  death  of 
Joseph  Beam,  editor  of  In  the  Life:  An  An¬ 
thology  of  Black  Gay  Men  and 
BLACK/OUT  magazine,  an  NCBLG 
publication. 

Phillip  Robinson  gave  a  tribute  to  Beam, 
reading  from  Beam’s  In  The  Life,  and  from 
Robinson’s  own  poem  entitled  “Beam.”  In 
describing  Beam’s  contribution  to  African- 
American  people,  Robinson  said,  “There 
was  the  Harlem  Renaissance  and  then  there 
was  Joseph  Beam.”  According  to  Robin¬ 
son,  Beam  taught  him  throughout  their 
friendship  that  “in  defining  ourselves  we 
must  be  aware  of  our  worth.” 

Others  grieved  that  Beam,  who  had 
isolated  himself  from  most  friends  during 
the  last  months  before  his  death,  died  alone. 
One  by  one,  people  approached  the 
podium,  which  was  draped  with  an  African 
batik  cloth,  to  talk  about  people  they 
wanted  to  remember.  One  man  who  iden¬ 
tified  himself  as  a  native  Bostonian  told  the 
gathering  that  in  Boston,  African-American 
people  with  AIDS  have  been  dying  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  die  without  networks  of  support 
available  to  many  white  PWAs  in  Boston. 
He  explained  that  he  had  seen  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  die  of  AIDS  and  had  attended  so  many 
memorial  services  that  he  had  “no  more 
tears  to  shed.”  “But,”  he  added,  “the  sad¬ 
dest  thing  is  these  people  die  alone.” 


According  to  the  United  States  AIDS 
Program  of  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control, 
22,770  people  classified  as  “Black,  not 
Hispanic,”  have  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
—  770  of  whom  are  children.  That  number 
accounts  for  26  percent  of  the  total  number 
of  cases  in  the  U.S.  Of  the  adults  diagnosed, 
37  percent  are  categorized  as  “homosex¬ 
ual/bisexual  male”;  38  percent  “In¬ 
travenous  (IV)  Drug  Abusers”;  7  percent 
“homosexual  male  and  IV  Drug  Abuser”; 
11  percent  “heterosexual  cases”;  two  per¬ 
cent  “transfusion,  blood/components”; 
and  five  percent  “undetermined.” 

Several  members  of  the  gathering  told 
stories  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  whose  family 
denied  their  sexual  identity  after  their  death. 
“The  most  outrageous  man  in  Boston”  was 
the  way  one  lesbian  named  a  man  whose 
family,  she  said,  does  not  want  it  publicized 
that  he  died  of  AIDS.  She  remebered  notic¬ 
ing  him  before  she  ever  met  him  because  he 
was  “bald  with  a  snake  wrapped  around  his 
neck.”  After  he  died,  she  said  she  and 
several  others  received  notes  he  had  written 
and  arranged  to  have  sent,  inviting  them  to 
think  about  him  on  a  certain  date  and  time. 

Those  who  gathered  also  spoke  of  being 
prevented  from  caring  for  their  lovers  and 
friends  during  illnesses.  One  woman  wept  as 
she  looked  back  on  the  life  of  a  former  lover 
of  eight  years  who  died  of  AIDS.  “She  was 
the  most  unselfish  person,  she  gave  as  much 
as  she  could  give. .. .  [SJhe  never  even  told  me 
she  was  sick.”  When  the  speaker  did  learn 
that  her  friend  was  hospitalized,  she  was  not 
given  permission  by  the  dying  woman’s 
piother  to  visit. 

Charles  Tarver  IV,  an  NCBLG  member 
and  organizer  of  the  event,  told  the  group, 
“There  is  a  Senegalese  proverb  which  says 
‘No  one  is  dead  as  long  as  there  is  someone  to 
speak  their  name.’  ”  To  end  the  event,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Boston  chapter  of  NCBLG 
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Boston  lesbian/gay  agenda  forum  (L-R)  panelists  David  Scondras 
Erlien,  Derek  Link,  and  panelist  Margaret  Cerullo  (standing) 


irators  Marla 


Pondering  the  gay  ’90s 

CAMBRIDGE  —  A  spirited  crowd  of  nearly  one  hundred  filled  a  room  at  the  Harvard  Divinity  School  to 
participate  in  "Visions  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Activism  in  the  '90s,”  a  March  I  forum  sponsored  by  MASS 
ACT  OUT.  The  event  featured  speeches  by  David  Scondras,  openly  gay  Boston  city  councilor;  Angela 
Bowen,  co-chair  of  the  National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG);  and  Margaret  Cerullo,  a 
member  of  MASS  ACT  OUT. 

Scondras  advocated  looking  beyond  the  Massachusets  state  gay  rights  bill  toward  a  new  definition  of 
“what  freedom  really  is”  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  He  said  the  community  must  look  to  one  another  for 
support  and  approval,  not  the  straight  world.  "Our  power  comes  from  a  decision  that  we  made,  that  what 
we  are  is  okay,"  said  Scondras. 

Bowen  outlined  what  she  believes  should  be  the  Black  lesbian  and  gay  agenda  for  the  '90s.  She  promoted 
pushing  the  mainstream  media  to  include  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men;  organizing  in  women's  health  issues; 
recording  Black  lesbian  and  gay  history  and  culture;  creating  lesbian  and  gay  caucuses  in  Black  social  and  pro¬ 
fessional  organizations;  and  fighting  homophobia  in  Black  churches.  Bowen  ended  her  talk  by  quoting  Black 
activist  Mel  King,  "Go  for  what  you  want,  rather  than  what  you  can  get." 

Cerullo  said  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  should  remember  that  it  has  much  to  offer  straight  society. 
"We  have  learned  to  create  new  spaces  for  ourselves....  We  are  creative  and  view  our  bodies  in  a  way 
others  can  learn  from."  She  spoke  about  why  many  lesbians  are  AIDS  activists.  "The  extraordinary  courage 
displayed  by. gay  men  has  inspired  many  of  us.  It’s  a  riveting  place  for  us  to  be."  she  said. 

Cerullo  also  blasted  a  recent  article  in  The  Nation,  a  biweekly  progressive  magazine,  contending  that 
AIDS  activists  are  "obsessed"  with  AIDS  to  the  detriment  of  other  pressing  issues  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  “(Publishing  the  article]  is  an  extraordinarily  offensive  action  taken  by  the  editors  of  The  Na¬ 
tion....  But  an  editor  has  assured  me  that  Susan  Sontag  and  Gore  Vidal  ...  will  respond  in  an  upcoming 
issue,”  said  Cerullo  to  laughs  from  the  audience. 

The  question-and-answer  period  was  devoted  to  a  recent  controversy  over  the  city  Health  Department’s 
closing  of  the  gay  male  bathhouse,  Club  297,  and  the  subsequent  fire  which  destroyed  both  the  bathhouse 
and  Somewhere  Else,  the  city’s  only  lesbian  bar. 

David  Hamburger  of  MASS  ACT  OUT  criticized  members  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  who  worked 
with  the  city  to  close  down  the  bathhouse  (See  GCN  Feb.  S,  1989). 

Scondras  criticized  an  editorial  in  Bay  Windows,  a  local  gay  publication,  and  comments  made  by  . 
members  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  praising  the  city’s  action.  “It’s  sad  to  me  that  [Boston  Mayor 
Ray  Flynn  and  Deputy  Health  Commissioner  Sandy  Lamb]  were  more  sensitive  to  what  the  bathhouse 
means  to  gay  men  than  some  members  of  our  own  community,"  said  Scondras. 

A  number  of  lesbians  lamented  the  loss  of  Somewhere  Else  and  encouraged  the  audience  to  consider  ways 
of  creating  meeting  spaces  for  lesbians.  Marla  Erlien  of  MASS  ACT  OUT  said  the  Saints,  a  multi-racial 
women’s  collective,  is  currently  looking  for  a  space  to  open  a  woman’s  bar,  but  that  it  might  be  as  much  as 

□  Chris  Bull 


freedom  for  women.” 

Hyde  also  criticized  NOW’s  emphasis  on 
the  ERA  in  promoting  the  March.  “While 
reproductive  rights  are  certainly  on  the 
agenda,  they  are  also  focusing  on  the  ERA. 
[There  is]  nothing  like  beating  a  dead 
horse,”  she  commented. 

NARAL’s  Abrams  told  GCN  she  also 
thought  the  emphasis  on  the  ERA  was 
misplaced.  “We  must  focus  on  the  most 
pressing  problem.  Without  the  right  to  an 
abortion  there  will  be  no  equal  rights.  I 
don’t  want  to  denigrate  the  ERA  because  I 
have  been  working  on  it  since  I  was  17,  but 
the  threat  to  abortion  must  be  addressed  im¬ 
mediately.” 

Nancy  Buermeyer,  NOW’s  liaison  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community,  disagreed.  She 
said  the  movement  must  continue  to  focus 
on  long-term  goals,  not  just  on  the  case  cur¬ 
rently  before  the  Supreme  Court.  She  said 
the  ERA,  along  with  abortion  rights,  lesbian 
rights  and  anti-racism  were  the  four  major 
aspects  of  NOW’s  overall  agenda.  “While 
we  will  defend  rights  we  already  have,  we 
don’t  want  to  work  only  from  a  defensive 
position.  We  must  continue  to  fight  for 
women’s  rights  across  the  board,”  said 
Buermeyer.  She  added  that  NOW  will  not 
play  a  role  in  organizing  direct  action  at  the 
Supreme  Court,  but  that  the  organization 
does  not  oppose  it. 

For  more  information  about  the  March, 
contact  NOW  at  (202)  331-0066. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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six  months  away  from  opening. 


March 

Continued  from  page  I 
ing  abortions. 

As  a  result,  activists  told  GCN\t  is  time  to 
“up  the  stakes”  in  the  fight  for  reproductive 
freedom. 

Direct  action  at  the  Supreme  Court 

Sue  Hyde,  director  of  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force’s  (NGLTF)  Privacy 
Project  (aimed  at  repealing  sodomy  laws), 
said  she  advocates  a  feminist  vigil  at  the 
Supreme  Court  beginning  April  26,  when 
the  court  will  hear  oral  arguments  in  the 
Webster  case. 

Hyde,  who  helped  organized  the  Oct.  1 1 
ACT  NOW  civil  disobedience  (CD)  at  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  in 
Maryland,  said  that  mainstream  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights  organizations  such  as  NOW  often 
shy  away  from  CD  as  a  political  tactic.  She 
said  she  was  working  with  other  grassroots 
activists  to  organize  a  “direct  action  at  the 
court,  where  people  have  the  option  of  get¬ 
ting  arrested.”  Hyde  said  that  the  women’s 
movement  is  facing  a  crisis  and  must  take 
strong  action. 

“We  have  seen  Roe  chipped  away  over 
the  years.  1  believe  it’s  time  for  the  women’s 
movement  to  stand  up  and  say  “We  will  not 
allow  this  to  continue,’  ”  said  Hyde.  She  add¬ 
ed  that  the  “missing  link”  in  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the. Hardwick  case  (a  1986  case  in 
which  the  Supreme  Court  upheld  Georgia’s 
sodomy  law)  was  an  activist  presence  at  the 
court.  “We  allowed  the  justices  to  sit 
around  scratching  their  heads,  wondering  if 
they  had  ever  met  a  gay  person  before. 
Judges  are  not  unaffected  by  the  public.  We 
can  at  least  help  create  a  context  where 
judges  at  least  understand  that  the  public 
sentiment  supports  full  reproductive 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Openings 
•  Promotions/Class¬ 
ified  Advertising  • 

•  News  Editor  • 

Promotions/Classified  Advertising: 

Use  direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  advertis¬ 
ing,  free  distribution,  renewal  campaigns,  and 
other  strategies  to  increase  subscription  and 
newsstand  sales  of  the  paper.  Log  and  process 
weekly  classified  advertising.  Participate  in 
weekly  workings  of  GCN,  including  staff 
meetings,  collaborating  on  editorials,  etc. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  creative,  and  organizational 
skills.  Experience  in  design  or  public  relations 
a  plus.  Deadline:  April  10. 

News  Editor:  Coordinate  and  edit  the 
work  of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters  covering 
local,  national  and  international  events  of  im¬ 
portance  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
Write  news  stories  as  necessary.  Participate  in 
layout  and  production  of  the  paper. 
Qualifications:  Strong  writing  ability  and 
editing  skills,  ability  to  work  with  deadlines, 
knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision  making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  eligibility  for  ADW 
Workers  Trust  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave  and  four  weeks 
annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Lesbians 
and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. 


Thank  You 


GCN  thanks  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Speakers 
Bureau  of  Boston  for  helping  us  mail  out  extra 
copies  of  our  special  Black  History  Month  supple¬ 
ment.  Also,  thanks  to  GCN's  regular  and  semi¬ 
regular  Friday  night  newspaper  stuffers  who  helped 
with  the  special  mailing:  Janna,  Marc,  Derek,  Nino, 
Raymond,  Ronn,  Whitt,  Mary,  Julie,  Richard, 
Elizabeth  and  Paul. 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Nothing  to  fear  from  testing 
but  fear  itself 

[Ed.  —  GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter 
responding  to  Coordinating  Editor  Marc 
Stein’s  commentary  in  the  Feb.  19-25,  1989, 
'issue.] 

Dear  Marc, 

I  was  interested  to  read  “hindsights”  in 
the  latest  issue  of  GCN.  I  recognize  myself 
as  the  provider  who  saw  you  and  want  to 
make  a  few  comments  on  your  article. 

First,  you  are  correct  in  stating  that  Fen¬ 
way  doesn’t  have  an  official  “policy”  on 
HIV  antibody  testing.  I  never  told  you  that. 
Fenway  has  no  specific  “policy”  on  this. 


What  I  did  say  is  that  the  official  position 
statement  of  the  American  Assoc,  of  Physi¬ 
cians  for  Human  Rights  —  the  national  or¬ 
ganization  of  gay  physicians,  not  Fenway 
favors  HIV  testing,  and  that  I  personally 
agreed  with  this  position. 

I  am  in  turn  “shocked”  that  your  im¬ 
mediate  reaction  was  “shock.”  Any  good 
health  care  provider  should  share  with  you 
what  they  feel  is  in  your  best  interests,  even 
if  you  don’t  agree.  I  brought  the  subject  up 
as  matter-of-factly  as  I  could.  I  did  not  use 
“scare  tactics”  but  simply  stated  my  medi¬ 
cal  opinion. 

You  are  correct  in  pointing  out  the  disad¬ 
vantages  of  HIV  testing  from  political  and 
social  viewpoints.  However  from  a  purely 
medical  viewpoint,  the  advantages  of  get¬ 
ting  an  HIV  test  in  a  hi-risk  group  outweigh 
the  disadvantages.  I  think  it  is  too  bad  that 
we  let  politics  and  fear  control  our  health 
promoting  behavior  at  times,  especially  in 
Boston  where  we  have  anonymous  testing 
sites.  The  anonymous  sites  here  help  weaken 
your  first  argument  for  not  being  tested. 
The  argument  is  again  a  political  one  (that 
of  HIV  status  being  found  out  and  used  for 
discrimination)  and  not  a  medical  one. 

The  second  reason  for  not  testing  that  you 
cite  is  lack  of  support  systems.  I  think  AIDS 
Action  Committee  and  many  other  Boston 
groups  do  a  wonderful  job  of  supporting 
those  who  are  HIV  positive,  particularly 
those  in  the  gay  community.  For  gay 
Boston,  this  reason  is  not  valid. 

The  third  reason  you  give  has  to  do  with 
your  own  fears.  You  speak  of  quarantine, 
segregation,  and  possibly  your  own  separa¬ 
tion  from  portions  of  your  “community.” 
Exactly  who  do  you  think  will  do  the 
separating?  Why  you  of  course,  by  the  at¬ 
titudes  you’ll  take  because  of  the  test  result. 
If  you’re  careful  and  take  the  right  attitudes, 
I  can  assure  you  that  little,  if  any,  of  this 
separation  will  occur.  Shakespeare  once 
wrote  “There’s  nothing  good  nor  bad,  but 
thinking  makes  it  so.”  (Hamlet).  I’ve  seen 
both  people  who  test  positive  and  people 
who  test  negative  decide  to  shun  the  bars 
and  other  encounters  because  of  it.  I’ve  also 
seen  other  people  use  their  test  result  as  a 
springboard  to  become  more  involved  in 
their  community,  helping  and  volunteering 
where  needed.  Fortunately,  after  a  while, 
most  people  who  are  positive  use  this  infor¬ 
mation  as  a  starting  point  for  a  very  positive 
transformation  of  their  lives.  Two  well 
known  examples  of  this  are  described  in  the 
book  Beyond  AIDS  which  I  highly  recom¬ 
mend. 

The  things  you  hear  about  prejudice,  job 
terminations,  and  related  issues  do  happen. 
But  they  are  the  newsworthy  exceptions 
rather  than  the  rules.  We  all  accept  risks  in 
our  lives,  then  get  on  with  living  in  spite  of 
risks.  Life’s  a  lot  easier  driving  and  using 
public  transportation.  In  Boston  traffic 
these  two  activities  can  be  life-threatening. 
They’re  risks  we  accept  and  then  get  on  with 
living.  By  far  the  majority  of  people  who 
take  “the  test”  are  glad  they  do.  There  are 
of  course,  exceptions,  but  again,  they  are  ex¬ 
ceptions  —  a  definite  minority. 

Finally,  I  do  respect  your  choices.  I  feel 
intelligent  choices  can  be  made  by  in¬ 
dividuals  who  are  aware  of  all  of  the  facts. 
The  facts  about  HIV  are  constantly  being 
added  to.  All  I  wanted  to  do  was  give  you  an 
update  of  the  medical  facts.  It  is  still  your 
choice. 

I  never  advise  people  to  do  things  I  myself 
wouldn’t  do.  I’ve  taken  the  test  and  am 
thankful  I  did.  For  me,  I’ve  derived  many 
positive  benefits  from  the  knowledge  of  my 
HIV  results.  Rather  than  “separate”  me 
from  my  community  I  feel  a  stronger  part  of 
it.  Rather  than  deal  with  doubt  and  uncer¬ 
tainty,  I  can  now  deal  with  knowingness  in 
an  affirmative  way.  I’ve  shared  my  results 
with  others,  and  I  can  honestly  say  the  infor¬ 
mation  has  always  been  received  with 
respect.  1  have  not  encountered  discrimina¬ 
tion,  ostracism,  or  other  negative  political 
or  social  side  effects  because  of  what  I  have 
chosen  to  do.  On  the  other  hand,  I  do  not 
look  for  nor  fear  these  effects.  There’s  a 
metaphysical  law  that  says  if  you  look  for 
something  you’ll  find  it,  and  if  you  fear 
something,  that  fear  will  in  some  way  for 
you  become  your  reality.  I  hope  you  have 
not  chosen  your  course  of  action  out  of  fear. 

Sincerely, 
Neal  Rzepkowski,  M.D. 

Boston,  Mass. 

P.S.  I  challenge  you  to  print  this  letter  in 
your  paper. 


ml 
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issues.  Its  arts  and  book  reviews  and  its  political  analysis  are  an  add¬ 


ed  bonus. 


—Read  Weaver 
Utne  Reader 


“The  only  nationally  circulating  weekly  for  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
GCN  provides  an  important  forum  for  debate  on. ..the  gay  libera¬ 
tion  movement.  Read  by  all  activists  in  the  movement,...  GCN  is 
one... paper  where  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  worked  together  pro¬ 
ductively.  It  is  the  newspaper  of  record  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 

movement-  —Dan  Tsang 

Magazines  for  Libraries,  5th  ed. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Gay  men  should  help 
lesbians  find  space 


In  touch  with  ‘In  Touch* 

Dear  GCN : 

I  can’t  agree  with  Michael  Bronski’s  idea 
(GCN,  Jan.  29-Feb.  4,  1989)  that  Beaches 
would  have  worked  better  if  the  two  women 
protagonists  had  been  or  were  lovers. 

I  can’t  think  of  anything  worse  than,  for 
example,  spending  a  vacation  at  a  beach 
house  with  a  former  lover.  I  know,  because 
that  very  thing  happened  to  me  a  few  years 
ago  at  Amagansett  —  and  my  former  love 
brought  his  new  boyfriend  with  him! 

Also,  although  Beaches  does  share  a 
theme  with  Old  Acquaintance  and  Rich  and 
Famous,  in  those  films  the  two  women  were 
not  friends.  [In  both  Acquaintance  and 
Famous ]  the  critically  acclaimed  writer 
(Bette  Davis/Candice  Bergen)  loathes  the 
pulp  fiction  writer  (Miriam  Hopkins/Jac¬ 
queline  Bisset),  while  the  latter  clings  to  the 
former  as  a  means  of  gaining  literary-worth- 
by-association  even  though  she  is  very 
jealous  of  her.  Both  films  end  with  the  two 
friends  looking  as  if  they  will  now  go 
through  old  age  together,  wry  comments 
that  even  an  old  enemy  is  better  than  no  one 
at  all. 

I  think  the  real  comparison  for  Beaches  is 
with  The  Way  We  Were,  with  two  ill- 
assorted  folks  coming  together  because  they 
each  fill  a  need  for  the  other  for  a  time. 
Beaches  lacks  the  continuity  and  the  emo¬ 
tional  intensity  of  Way,  however,  since  we 
never  see  the  changes  the  two  women  go 
through.  We  are  just  given  occasional 
glimpses  of  them  every  few  years  and  have 
to  fill  in  the  blanks  ourselves.  Beaches  works 
because  the  two  stars  are  very  real  and  we 
want  to  believe  in  their  continuing  friend¬ 
ship. 

That  said,  there  are  indications  in  Beaches 
that  much  has  been  cut.  For  example,  the 
official  at  City  Flail  who  marries  Bette  and 
her  boyfriend  is  a  very  well-known  actor 
who  is  seen  nowhere  else  in  the  film.  The 
fact  that  he  is  wearing  a  neckbrace  makes  me 
think  that  there  must  have  been  other  scenes 
with  him  and  Bette  in  which  she  somehow 
caused  the  accident  that  sprained  his  neck. 

Also,  as  a  nit-picking  comment,  Bronski 
describes  “C.C.  Bloom  (Bette  Midler),  a 
tough-talking  and  loud-singing  11 -year-old 
from  Brooklyn...”  when,  of  course,  the 
11 -year-old  is  really  the  excellent  Mayim 
Bialik.  (Yes,  I  know  Bronski  gives  Ms. 
Bialik  credit  later  in  his  review.) 

Bob  Stanford 
Editor-in-Chief 
In  Touch  For  Men 
N.  Hollywood,  Calif. 

It  saddens  me 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  real  ashamed  of  the  gay  brothers  out 
there  that  can’t  take  a  moment  of  their  busy 
day  to  sit  down  and  write  a  lonely  gay 
brother  that  is  down.  I  was  in  San  Francisco 
the  night  the  gays  walked  from  Castro  to 
City  Hall  after  the  verdict  was  given  to  Dan 
White  for  killing  Mayor  Moscone  and 
Supervisor  Harvey  Milk.  I  feel  that  in  San 
Francisco  we  went  through  a  real  emotional 
regression  when  Harvey  was  killed.  A  five 
year  sentence  for  killing  two  men.  I  carry  the 
scar  under  my  lower  lip  to  remind  me  of  the 
night  the  gays  broke  the  windows  of  city  hall 
and  turned  over  the  police  cars  that  was  set 
on  fire.  I  know  what  being  gay  and  being 
proud  is. 

It  saddens  me  that  the  brothers  won’t 
write  to  a  prisoner.  I’m  doing  three  years 
cause  of  a  inmate  that  sent  me  some  altered 
money  orders  and  I  cashed  them  not  know¬ 
ing  they  was  altered.  But  that  didn’t  turn  me 
cold  and  unfair  towards  people.  There  are 
some  loyal,  honest  and  beautiful  gays  that 
run  their  ads  in  GCN.  I  have  learned  that  a 
letter  can  brighten  up  a  boring  day  and  put  a 
smile  on  your  face,  sometimes  a  tear  down 
your  cheek.  The  gays  in  here  we  share  one 
newspaper  (GCN)  plus  we  share  our 
thoughts  and  warmth  towards  each  other. 
It’s  nice  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  out¬ 
side  world.  It’s  good  to  have  your  mind 
escape  from  this  place. 

Sincerely, 
Terry  Blevins 
03663-030 

_  PO  Box  1000 

■  Milan,  MI  48160 

No  AIDS  education  here 

Dear  GCN: 

As  you  can  see  I’m  still  "in”  and  am  hav¬ 
ing  no  problem  getting  my  GCN  each  week. 
Thank  you! 


In  response  to  your  questions,  as  far  as  I 
know  there  are  No  support  groups  in  this 
area  for  helping  paroling  or  released  con¬ 
victs,  gay  or  otherwise,  find  work  and  tem¬ 
porary  housing.  For  that  matter  there  are 
also  no  inhouse  training  programs  directed 
towards  helping  one  prepare  for  society 
after  release,  no  saleable  jobs,  no  academic 
levels  above  GED  unless  you  can  pay  for 
college  courses  by  mail.  There’s  a  computer 
course  for  the  Superintendent’s  pets  and 
stool  pigeons  with  a  class  max  of  10.  This  for 
2000  men!  There  is  not  one  training  job  here 
that  prepares  one  for  a  real  outside  job.  This 
is  strictly  a  warehouse  for  the  Department  of 
“Corrections.” 

There’s  also  no  AIDS  Ed.  here.  We  have 
the  highest  total  of  cons  with  AIDS  in  the 
USA  (246)  and  when  one  gets  AIDS  they  are 
sent  to  the  “Special  AIDS  Unit”  to  die.  We 
call  it  our  Second  Death  Row.  It’s  self  con¬ 
tained  and  isolated.  They  come  in  contact 
with  no  one  from  the  general  prisoner 
population  ever. 

Whatever  one  learns  here  is  from  TV  or 
radio  or  hearsay  (unless  you  get  GCN). 
There  is  not  one  piece  of  literature  here  from 
the  DOC  concerning  AIDS  and  I  wish  you’d 
print  this  fact  in  the  paper  with  my  name 
signed  to  it.  I’ve  seen  3  of  my  friends  die 
here  in  2  years.  Gays  are  treated  brutally 
here,  so  most  stay  undercover  and  that  just 
spreads  the  disease  and  panic.  So  that’s  the 
name  of  that  time,  Mike. 

Please  send  me  any  and  all  copies  of  Fag 
Rag  and  of  Tiyo’s  ‘in-cell  exercise’  booklet 
(free).  Thank  you  and  take  care, 

John  E.  Moss,  Jr. 

60432  Apt.6R 

_  3rd  &  Federal  Sts. 

Trenton,  NJ  08625 


Sharing  back 

By  T.J.  Anthony 

My  body ’s  nobody ’s 
Body  but  mine. 

You  got  your  own  body. 

Now  let  me  have  mine. 

Ronald  Reagan  may  be  gone  from  the 
White  House,  but  the  fallout  from  his  court¬ 
packing  binge  these  past  eight  years  is  upon 
us.  The  Supreme  Court  has  taken  a  sharper 
turn  to  the  right.  A  devastating  movement 
to  halt  and  reverse  important  privacy  rights 
gains  of  the  1960s  and  70s  is  gaining  ground. 

The  latest  strike  is  against  case  law  that 
recognizes  privacy  rights  to  be  inherent  in 
the  Constitution.  The  focus  is  an  attempt  by 
the  Bush  Administration  to  overturn  Roe  v. 
Wade,  which  permits  legal  and  safe  abor¬ 
tions  for  women.  Attorney  General  Richard 
Thornburgh  filed  an  amicus  brief  with  the 
court  in  support  of  Missouri’s  restrictive 
abortion  laws.  The  case,  Webster  v.  Repro¬ 
ductive  Rights,  could  be  the  vehicle  used  by 
the  new  conservative  majority  on  the  court 
to  return  abortion  issues  to  the  domain  of 
state  legislators.  If  this  happens  —  as  some 
legal  observers,  including  Thornburgh, 
predict  —  abortion  will  be  outlawed  in  some 
45  states. 

The  prospect  of  such  a  court  action  is  ter¬ 
rifying,  and  will  have  profound  legal,  politi¬ 
cal  and  social  implications  for  lesbians  and 

The  real  terror  will  come  if 
women  are  denied  access  to 
safe  and  legal  abortions.  The 
days  of  coat  hangers  and 
back-alley  butcher  shops  are 
just  a  legal  opinion  away. 

gay  men.  The  harm  to  women  and  gays  will 
be  severe  and  take  decades  to  remedy.  But 
not  before  hundreds  of  thousands  of  women 
become  impoverished,  or  physcially  and 
emotionally  scarred. 

Elimination  of  abortion  rights  plays  neat¬ 
ly  into  the  political  agenda  of  right-wing 
zealots.  They,  along  with  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  hierarchy,  largely  comprise  the  move¬ 
ment  to  regulate  women’s  bodies.  These 
forces  are  well-known  to  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  They  double  as  major  opponents  of  gay 
rights.  They  seek  to  control  the  bodies  and 
lives  of  women  just  as  they  seek  to  exert  con¬ 
trol  over  you  and  me. 

We  must  vigorously  defend  our  rights 
whenever  they  are  challenged.  We  must 
never  tolerate  judges  or  politicians  who  will 
chisel  away  our  constitutional  and  legal 
guarantees.  Reproductive  rights  is  a  funda- 


By  Jenifer  Hertz 

The  closing  of  Somewhere  Else  due  to  the 
fire  that  originated  in  the  bathhouse  upstairs 
must  not  go  unnoticed  by  the  lesbian  or  gay 
male  communities.  The  day  I  found  out 
about  the  closing  I  had,  naturally,  planned 
to  meet  friends  at  Somewhere  [Else].  We  changed 
the  place  to  Club  Cafe  because  it  was  a 
Thursday  and  Club  Cafe  “invites”  women 
on  that  night.  I  spent  the  evening  expressing 
my  disappointment  at  the  closing  by  yelling 
at  every  gay  boy  I  saw.  The  general  response 
I  got  was,  “Yeh,  it  really  stinks  when  a  gay 
club  closes  down.” 

Maybe  you  don’t  understand,  folks;  this 
was  not  a  gay  club.  This  was  the  ONLY 
women’s  bar  in  the  entire  Boston 
Metropolitan  area.  By  contrast,  Chicago  is 
home  to  five  women’s  bars.  Clearly,  the 
women  in  Boston  are  upset  and  we  will  look 
for  alternative  locations  to  meet  and  dance. 
However,  I  believe  that  this  is  not  strictly  a 
lesbian  issue.  Where  are  the  boys?  Why 
aren’t  you  outraged?  Why  didn’t  you  run  to 
help  clean  up  the  damage  done  to  our  bar? 
Why  haven’t  you  insisted  that  the  bars  you 
frequent  —  over  15  of  them  —  offer  prime 
nights  to  lesbians?  We  insist  upon  women- 
only  space  on  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  at 
local  gay  bars.  Yes,  lesbians,  like  gay  men, 
work  and  can’t  always  go  out  dancing  on 
Thursday  and  Sunday  nights.  Don’t  treat  us 


like  second-class  citizens. 

It’s  no  secret  that  lesbians  play  a  big  role 
politically  supporting  gay  male  issues.  We 
have  not  merely  paid  lip-service  to  your 
causes.  Indeed  we  have  been  in  the  FRONT 
LINES  fighting  for  gay  male  issues  —  often 
doing  work  which  does  not  impact  the  les¬ 
bian  community  directly.  We  are  told,  and 
believe,  “if  the  gay  boys  get  it,  we’ll  be 
next.”  But  in  general,  we  do  the  work 
because  we  care.  And  you  mustn’t  make 
light  of  the  importance  of  women’s  bars  to 
lesbians.  These  are  the  places  where  we  have 
traditionally  met  other  dykes  and  come  out 
to  ourselves  and  others.  We  draw  support 
from  these  gatherings  that  fuels  our  political 
work. 

The  following  is  directed  to  gay  males: 
now  it’s  time  for  you  to  come  to  our  aid.  It’s 
not  enough  to  lament  the  closing  of 
Somewhere  Else.  It’s  your  responsibility  to 
organize  and  actively  work  to  create  space 
for  women  —  bar  space,  dancing  space, 
social  space,  gathering  space.  And  I  know  I 
didn’t  make  this  saying  up;  but,  if  you’re 
not  part  of  the  solution,  you’re  part  of  the 
problem. 


Jennifer  Hertz  is  a  mathematician  living  in 
Somerville,  Mass. 


alleys 


mental  gay  rights  issue.  We  must  act  now  to 
fend  off  the  attacks  on  abortion  rights  and 
abortion  clinics  from  the  religious  funda¬ 
mentalists.  The  loss  of  Roe  v.  Wade  will  sig¬ 
nificantly  aid  the  Radical  Right  in  its  judicial 
campaign  to  eradicate  any  court  recognition 
of  a  constitutional  right  to  privacy.  Since 
Roe  is  one  of  two  cases  that  form  the  core  of 
this  legal  doctrine,  its  elimination  would 

Gay  men  understand  back- 
alleys.  We  understand  fear. 

We  understand  quack 
doctors.  It  wasn't  long  ago 
we  put  our  faces  to  the 
ground  and  slinked  along 
back-alley  walls  to  reach 
nameless  bars.  We  hoped  to 
meet  other  queer  men. 

severely  diminish  the  stature  of  similar  con¬ 
stitutional  claims  in  the  future. 

The  real  terror  will  come  if  women  are 
denied  access  to  safe  and  legal  abortions. 
The  days  of  coat  hangers  and  back-alley 
butcher  shops  are  just  a  legal  opinion  away. 
Women  will  be  left  scarred  and  sterilized  for 
life.  Others  will  hemorrhage  to  death.  The 
bodies  of  women  will  once  again  be  found  in 
bathtubs,  near  hospitals,  and  in  back-alleys. 

Gay  men  understand  back-alleys.  We 
understand  fear.  We  understand  quack  doc¬ 
tors.  It  wasn’t  long  ago  we  put  our  faces  to 
the  ground  and  slinked  along  back-alley 
walls  to  reach  nameless  bars.  We  hoped  to 
meet  other  queer  men.  We  hoped  even 
more,  no  one  would  spot  us  entering  or  leav¬ 
ing  the  hole.  If  we  were  caught,  we  could 
lose  our  jobs,  our  homes,  our  families,  our 
reputations.  We,  like  the  women  who  enter¬ 
ed  the  back-alleys,  were  branded  criminals. 
Those  who  went  to  back-alleys  had 
everything  to  lose  —  especially  our  lives. 

And  in  many  states  gay  people  remain 
criminals  thanks  to  the  high  court.  And  now 
those  eight  men  and  one  woman  will  decide 
if  women  will  be  returned  to  back-alleys. 
How  many  people  will  slink  along  dark  walls 
to  reach  nameless  bars  and  quack  doctors? 
How  many  men  will  continue  to  turn  their 
bodies  over  to  quacks  for  remedies  to 
diseases  caught  in  back-alleys  because  they 
fear  revealing  themselves  to  government 
health  services?  Or  being  sliced  open  by 
preying  bashers?  For  the  chance  to  live,  how 
many  women  will  put  their  bodies  in  the 
hands  of  abortionists  bearing  knitting 


needles?  And  then  die? 

As  gay  men,  we  assert  our  rights  to  con¬ 
trol  our  own  bodies.  It’s  our  body  to  tattoo 
or  pierce,  or  build  up  its  muscles.  We  assert 
the  right  to  poke  a  dildo  or  (condomized) 
penis  up  our  anus  if  we  want.  And  enjoy  it, 
too.  Or  to  hold  another  man’s  body  against 
ours  and  to  feel  enriched.  We  assert  the  right 
to  pro-create,  or  not,  with  a  consenting  part¬ 
ner.  We  assert  the  right  to  abort  our  active 
little  sperms  on  bed  sheets  or  in  condoms. 

We  assert  the  right  to  use  experimental 
drugs  for  HIV-infections  with  or  without 
government  permission.  We  assert  the  right 
to  develop  anti-AIDS  therapies  and  test 
them  on  our  bodies.  Some  even  assert  the 
right  to  choose  when  to  release  a  last  breath. 
And  when  our  spirit  has  left  our  body,  we 
assert  the  right  to  select  a  method  for  its 
disposal. 

The  issue  really  isn’t  about  terminating  an 
unwanted  pregnancy  through  abortion.  It’s 
about  control  of  one’s  body,  one’s  future, 
one’s  life.  These  are  all  gay  rights  issues.  It’s 
about  whether  some  women  will  live  a  full 
and  rich  life,  or  die  in  America’s  back- 
alleys. 

To  my  gay  and  bisexual  brothers,  stand 
up  now  and  be  counted.  Help  defend  Roe  v. 
Wade.  Let’s  stop  this  assualt  against  the 
lives  and  rights  of  women. 

A  woman’s  body’s  nobody’s 
Body  but  hers. 

You  got  your  own  body, 

Now  let  her  have  hers. 


T.J.  Anthony  is  a  feminist-gay  rights  ac¬ 
tivist  from  San  Francisco.  He  is  the  chair  of 
the  Feminist  Men ’s  Alliance  and  the  Judici¬ 
ary  Project.  People  interested  in  learning 
about  “Men  Who  Care  About  Women’s 
Lives,  ”  a  men ’s  campaign  in  support  of 
abortion  rights,  can  write  or  call  FMA,  71 
Ashton  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94112, 
telephone  415/337-2061. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  authors)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 
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More  notes 

Continued  from  page  2 

been  several  gay-related  murders  in 
Guadalajara  over  the  past  year,  and  that 
authorities  have  closed  gay  discos.  Local  ac¬ 
tivists  seek  international  support  for  their 
demands,  which  include:  punishment  and 
dismissal  of  the  perpetrating  officers;  im¬ 
mediate  reopening  of  clubs  frequented  by 
lesbians  and  gay  men;  and  the  end  to  repres¬ 
sion  and  violation  of  human  rights  based  on 
sexual  orientation. 

Letters  should  be  written  to:  Sr.  Gober- 
nado  Constitucional  del  Estado  de  Jalisco, 
Palacio  de  Gobierno  del  Estado  de  Jalisco, 
Guadalajara,  Jalisco,  Mexico;  and  to:  Sr. 
Eugenio  Ruiz  Orozco.  Presidcnte  Municipal 
de  la  Ciudad  de  Guadalajara.  Palacio 
Municipal  de  Guadalajara,  Jalisco,  Mexico. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 


Second  conference 
for  old  lesbians  set 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Organizing  for  the 
Second  West  Coast  Conference  and  Cele¬ 
bration  of  old  lesbians  is  underway,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  planning  committee  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area.  Dates  for  the  event, 
which  will  be  held  at  San  Francisco  State 
University,  are  Aug.  4-6,  1989. 

“Following  the  success  of  the  1987 
gathering  held  in  Southern  California,  at¬ 
tended  by  200  lesbians  and  their  partners,” 
according  to  a  member  of  the  planning  com- 
ittee,  “it  is  now  possible  to  answer  the  ques¬ 
tion,  Where  are  the  old  lesbians?  We  are 
here.” 

The  committee  reports  a  grant  from  the 
Horizon  Foundation  has  enabled  them  to 
secure  the  site.  Individual  donations  are  also 
coming  in,  and  additional  fundraising  and 
organizing  is  underway  across  the  country, 
according  to  the  planners. 

Contacts  in  the  Bay  Area  for  more  infor¬ 
mation  are:  Natalie  Zarchin  (415)  528-0018 
and  Sally  Binford  (415)  989-5372. 

Registration  materials  will  be  available  on 
request  from  West  Coast  Conference  and 
Celebration,  P.O.  Box  31787,  San  Francis¬ 
co,  CA  94131. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

GABRIELA  banned 
by  Aquino 

MANILA  —  Philippine  President  Cor- 
azon  Aquino,  as  part  of  her  government’s 
counter-insurgence  program,  banned  the 
radical  women’s  group  GABRIELA.  The 
group,  which  is  a  coalition  of  101  women’s 
organizations  from  around  the  country,  has 
worked  to  oppose  the  economic  and  sexual 
exploitation  of  women  as  well  as  the 
presence  of  U.S.  military  bases.  According 
to  reports  in  off  our  backs  and  the  National 
N.O.W.  Times,  GABRIELA  has  40,000 
members  and  chapters  on  every  island  of  the 
Philippines.  The  reports  say  the  group  has 
criticized  the  Aquino  government  for  failing 
to  move  against  the  elite  in  the  country. 

To  protest  the  banning  of  GABRIELA, 
write:  President  Corazon  C.  Aquino, 
Malacanang  Palace,  Manila,  Philippines. 
Send  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  support 
group  GABRIELA  Network,  c/o  N.  Rosa, 
58  W.  36th  St.,  Apt.  4-A,  New  York,  NY 
10018. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Yugoslavian  lesbians 
hold  festival 

LJUBLJANA,  Yugoslavia  —  A  les¬ 
bian  organization  that  formed  here  in 
January  of  1987  held  a  lesbian  film  festival 
in  December  that  they  report  was  well- 
attended  and  received  good  local  media  at¬ 
tention.  The  group,  called  Lezbiska  Sekcija, 
hopes  to  increase  its  membership  due  to  the 
exposure,  and  plans  to  organize  another 
film  festival  this  year. 

Lezbiska  Sekcija  also  publishes  a  newslet¬ 
ter  called  LEZBOZINE.  To  contact  the 
group,  write:  Lezbiska  Sekcija,  c/o  Skuc- 
Forum,  Kersnikova  4,  61000  Ljubljana, 
Yugoslavia. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 
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Your  ad  could  be 
here  for  as  little  as 
$64  per  month 

Call 

(617)  426-4469 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
(508)  475-6950 


GflYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMlUG  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  19/3  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4  50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas  N.  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  ol  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  Information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


HIT  NEW  1988  EDITION 


"The  best  edition  of  Forbidden  Broadway 
I  have  seen . .  explosively  funny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kuthawik.  WBZ-TV 

"It'S  delightful!  ”  - John  Corcoran.  WHEV-TV 
"Boffo!  You'll  love  it!"  -Dixie  Whatley.  WCVB 


GROUP  RATES 
Call  426-4444 
or  542-1701 


357-8384 

DINNER/THEATRE 
AGES 
AVAILABLE 


THE:  - 

T€RRfcC6  ROOM 
W  THE:  DOSTOn  PFxRK  PlfcZh 


OUR  15th 
FESTIVAL! 

June  1-4,  1989 

*An  Indoor  Festival 
*3  Mainstage  Performances 
‘Showcase  Performances  and  Dances 
‘Over  120  workshops 
‘Open  MIC  and  Round  Robin 
‘MUCH  MORE! 

Send  request  for  brochure  to: 

NWMF  Dept.  GCN,  P.O.Box  5217 
Bloomington,  IN  47401-5217 

Join  the  Homecoming! 


Hooked  On  Sex 

You’re  hooked  if  sex  is  an 
escape  from  depression  or 
relationships.  You’re  hooked 
if  you  put  yourself  in  danger 
and  brush  aside  worries 
about  AIDS. 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD 

14  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Santo  Domingo . S330RT 

New  York . $99RT 

San  Francisco . $318RT 

Hong  Kong . S850RT 

Caracas . $320RT 

Madrid . $492RT 

Lima . S699RT 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


gudd& 


SUNDAY 
MARCH  5 


51  Stuart  Street  Boston  Massachusetts  02116  Info  Line:  330-8669 
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“Take  two  crystals 
and  call  me 
in  the  morning: 

—  New  Age  Blues 


AIDS 


A  Musical  Exploration 

Don't  miss  this  exciting  new  musical 
theatre  production,  based  on  New 
Englander’s  experiences  with  AIDS.  This 
production  was  developed  in  The  Living 
With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop. 
February  23  thru  April  2 
Curtain  on  Wed.,  Thurs.  and  Fri.  at 
8:00  p.m..  Sat.  at  5:00  &  8:00  p.m., 
and  Sun.  at  3:00  &  7:00  p.m. 
Tickets  are  $16.50,  and 
$18.50  on  Fri.  &  Sat.  at  8:00  p.m. 

For  tickets  call  536-0972 


Club 


209  Columbus  Avenue  at 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston 


No  smoking  is  appreciated. 


Troubled 

People 

Loneliness,  depression.  Gays 
&  Lesbians  are  not  immune. 


I  encourage  an  initial 
interview  at  no  charge. 


Ruth  Chessman, 
M.A. 
964-2510 


(please  note  corrected  phone 
number) 
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FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 

COMMUNITY _ 

HEALTH  " 

CENTER 

Genera  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


ROBERT  BARNEY,  MUSIC  DIRECTOR 


BOSTON 


GAY 


SAT.,  APRIL  1 

8:00  PM-J0RDAN  HALL 

AT  NEW  ENGLAND  CONSERVATORY 

TICKETS  $18,  $14,  &  $9 

AT  TICKETR0N,  OUT  OF  TOWN, 
B0STIX,  GLAD  DAY  &  FRITZ 

GROUP  SALES  &  CHARGE 
TICKETS  CALL  482-2527 


MEN’S 

CHORUS 


SPECIAL  GUEST:  NANCY  ARMSTRONG 


SIGN  LANGUAGE  INTERPRETED 


Women  capture  the 
airwaves 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

oston  women  will  capture  the  airwaves 
March  12  for  the  1 1th  annual  Interna¬ 
tional  Women’s  Day  radio  broadcast. 
A  day  of  programming  organized  exclusive¬ 
ly  by  women  —  with  half  the  shows  produc¬ 
ed  by  women  of  color  and  at  least  half  by 
lesbians  —  IWD  radio  is  a  rare  chance  to  stir 
up  trouble  on  the  air,  and  of  course,  enter¬ 
tain  ourselves. 

Observed  throughout  the  world  since  the 
late  1850s,  International  Women’s  Day 
honors  all  women  working  for  change  and 
particularly  recognizes  the  struggles  of 
working  class  women.  March  8  was  official¬ 
ly  proclaimed  IWD  in  1910  by  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Congress  of  Women  meeting  in 
Copenhagen.  They  aimed  to  show  solidarity 
with  women  garment  workers  in  New  York 
who  were  fighting  for  better  working  condi¬ 
tions,  more  pay  and  shorter  work  hours. 

The  annual  radio  broadcast  clearly  takes 
the  spirit  of  rebellion  of  this  women’s  day  to 
heart.  Members  of  the  core  of  organizers, 
incorporated  as  Boston  Women’s  Commu¬ 
nity  Radio  (BWCR)  in  1985,  say  they  pride 
themselves  on  being  “a  voice  for  the 
voiceless.”  Melanie  Berzon  of  BWCR  adds, 
“If  something’s  being  covered  in  the 
mainstream  media,  we  don’t  use  our 
precious  16  hours  to  cover  it.” 

The  spotlight  of  this  year’s  programming 
certainly  points  directly  at  a  critical  topic 
neglected  by  the  media:  women  and  AIDS. 
Some  of  the  segments  featured  are  “Black 


Women  and  AIDS:  Trouble  on  Trouble,” 
produced  by  Beverly  Smith  and  Helene 
Tomlinson;  “Day  by  Day:  Women  Living 
with  AIDS,”  produced  by  Eilenn  Bolinsky; 
and  “Lesbians  and  AIDS:  One  Woman’s 
Opinion,”  produced  by  Judy  O’Brien. 
“The  AIDS  shows  make  up  about  50  per¬ 
cent  of  the  programs,”  says  Berzon,  “but 
the  material  is  so  powerful,  it’s  almost  dou¬ 
ble  the  hours.” 

Berzon  told  GCN  that  the  particular  em¬ 
phasis  on  AIDS  “came  about  because  we 
got  feedback  last  year  on  the  lack  of  AIDS 
coverage.”  While  there  doesn’t  seem  to  be 
as  clear  a  connection  between  listener 
response  and  this  year’s  greatly  expanded  at¬ 
tention  to  lesbians,  Tatiana  Schreiber  of 
BWCR  says,  “We’ve  always  wanted  to  do 
more  lesbian  stuff.  It’s  been  on  our  minds. 
And  this  year  lesbians  are  really  represented 
throughout,  not  just  in  the  shows  with  ‘les¬ 
bian’  in  the  title.” 

Some  highlights  of  the  lesbian  shows  are 
“American  Indian  Lesbians:  A  Portrait  in 
the  Twin  Cities,”  produced  by  Petra  Hall,  and  “Im¬ 
mediate  Family,”  a  drama  about  death  and 
long-term  lesbian  relationships,  produced 
by  Joan  Schuman.  A  portrait  of  homeless 
women’s  lives  includes  a  lesbian,  and  a 
roundtable  on  death  and  grieving  is  com¬ 
prised  of  lesbians.  Another  lesbian- 
produced  show  and  one  you  shouldn’t  miss 
the  chance  to  wake  up  to  is  Kate  Rushin’s  “Lit- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


International  Women’s 
Day  Radio 

Sunday,  March  12,  1989,  WMBR,  88.1  FM,  Boston 

8- 9am  □  Go  For  It  Girl!  Music  and  readings  from  Lindsay  Ellison. 

9- 9:30am  □  American  Indian  Lesbians:  A  Portrait  in  the  Twin  Cities  —  "Elders  and  Traditions"  and 
"Homophobia  and  Acceptance.”  Produced  by  Petra  Hall. 

9:30-l0am  □  Every  Inch  of  the  Way:  Homeless  Women’s  Lives.  Produced  by  Liz  Galst  with  Tatiana 

Schreiber. 

10- I0:55am  □  A  Sunday  Kind  of  Love.  Ease  your  way  into  the  day  with  Kate  Rushin's  soothing  and  inspir¬ 
ing  musical  montage.  A  little  bit  of  jazz  and  a  whole  lot  of  soul. 

10:55-1  lam  □  Can  You  Train  a  Cat  to  do  CD?  Answers  from  the  Nicole  Hollander  Fan  Club  Affinity 
Group.  Produced  by  Sue  Dorfman. 

1 1- 1 1:30am  □  After  Sorrow  —  Women  in  Vietnam  today.  Produced  by  Lady  Borton. 

1 1 :30am- 1 2:20pm  □  Peace  Begins  At  Home:  Healing  the  Wounds  of  Child  Abuse  Produced  by  Kay 
Gardner  and  Catherine  Reid. 

I2:20-I2:30pm  □  Lesbians  and  AIDS:  One  Woman’s  Opinion.  With  Emily  Fox,  Health  Education  Ad¬ 
visor  for  Public  Health  AIDS  Program  in  Western  Massachusetts.  Produced  by  Judy  O'Brien. 

12:30-1  pm  □  Hear  My  Soul's  Voice.  Women  of  the  Jefferson  Park  Writing  Center.  Produced  by  Dar  Max¬ 
well  and  Sharon  Cox. 

1- 2pm  □  Black  Women  and  AIDS:  Trouble  on  Trouble.  A  discussion  with  members  of  the  Black 
Women's  Council  on  AIDS.  Moderated  by  Jacqui  Alexander.  Produced  by  Beverly  Smith  and  Helene  Tomlin¬ 
son. 

2- 3pm  □  Songs  of  Struggle.  Black  women  sing  of  slavery,  civil  rights  and  daily  oppression  in  the  USA, 
Caribbean  and  Africa.  Produced  by  Fahamisha  Shariat. 

3- 3:25pm  □  Day  by  Day:  Women  Living  With  AIDS.  Produced  by  Eileen  Bolinsky. 

3:2S-3:30pm  □  Living  With  the  Virus,  Not  Dying  of  AIDS.  One  woman  talks  about  living  with  AIDS 
while  in  prison.  Produced  by  Tatiana  Schreiber  with  jane  Gilooly. 

3:30-4:30pm  □  Women  in  Reggae.  Sister  Igena  Samuel  and  Linda  Thurston  present  the  best  of  reggae 
-music,  poetry  and  song. 

4:30-4:55pm  □  Latina  Women  and  Health.  A  live  discussion  with  Maria  Aguiar  and  others. 

4:5S-5pm  □  The  Right  to  Abortion  is  a  Woman’s  Right  to  Life.  Renewing  the  fight  for  abortion  rights. 
Produced  by  Willa  Seidenberg. 

5-6pm  □  La  Mujer  Latina:  Numero  Ocho.  Latina  women  singers,  musicians,  heroines  and  poets.  Produc¬ 
ed  by  Vivian  Carlo  and  Lillian  Gonzalez. 

64:30pm  □  Women  on  the  Edge  of  Time:  Nafisa  Hoodbhoy.  Meet  the  only  woman  daily  newspaper 
reporter  in  all  of  Pakistan.  Nafisa  Hoodbhoy  is  a  maverick  amongst  social  constraints  of  Muslim  women. 
Recorded  in  Karachi,  Pakistan.  Produced  by  Jane  E.  Pipik. 

6:30-7pm  □  Elizabeth  Vercoe.  A  contemporary  composer’s  collage  of  the  story  of  Joan  of  Arc.  Produced 
by  Michelle  Sweet. 

7- 8pm  □  Women  With  Disabilities  Speak  Out  Barriers  and  breakthroughs  for  disabled  working  women 
and  mothers.  Produced  by  Harriotte  Ranvig. 

8- 8:55pm  □  AIDS  is  About  Secrets.  Women  working  in  AIDS  prevention  and  treatment  from  Boston  and 
New  York  City  tell  all.  Music  performed  by  MC  Lyte  and  Linda  Tillery.  Produced  by  jane  E.  Pipik. 

8:55-9pm  □  AIDS  Stories:  A  Mother  Speaks.  Produced  by  Terrie  Waters. 

9- 9:S5pm  □  Sisters  in  Struggle.  Poetry  by  Reflection  and  music  by  D.  Patterson,  featuring  vocalists  Kim 
Jones,  Maria  Turner  and  Mayra  Welsh. 

9:S5-I0pm  □  Immediate  Family.  A  powerful  drama  about  death  and  long-term  lesbian  relationships.  Pro¬ 
duced  by  Joan  Schuman. 

10- I0:30pm  □  At  A  Loss:  A  Discussion  of  Death  and  Grieving.  A  roundtable  discussion  about  the  loss 
of  parents,  family  members  and  friends,  and  its  impact  on  our  lives.  Produced  by  Janice  Irvine,  Bent  Pratt  and 
Nancy  Wechsler.  Associate  Producer  Madge  Kaplan. 

10:30-1 1:30pm  □  Studio  Red  Top  Presents  Jazz  Highlights,  1987-88.  Featuring  Kristine  Key,  Hennetta 
Robinson,  Cercie  Miller  and  more, 

I  l:30-Midnight  □  Wrap-Up.  It's  your  turn  to  talk.  Call  us  at  253-8810.  With  Fahamisha  Shariat  and  “the 
girls." 

AND  ...  Throughout  the  day,  greetings  from  around  the  world  and  around  the  town.  Produced  by  Melanie 
Berzon. 

Schedule  is  subject  to  change. 
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Eva  Johnson 

Claiming  My  Mothers,  Exposing 
Aboriginal  Consciousness 

to  the  World 

An  interview  with  Aboriginal,  Black  lesbian 

playwright  Eva  Johnson 


GCN  recognizes  International 
Women’s  Day  with  a  special  news 
focus  on  women,  our  feature  on 
women’s  radio,  and  this  interview  with  Eva 
Johnson.  Johnson  is  an  Australian, 
Aboriginal,  Black  lesbian  playwright  and 
activist.  She  travelled  on  a  speaking  tour  in 
the  U.S.  in  late  1988  —  the  year  that  marked 
the  200th  anniversary  of  the  first  white  set¬ 
tlement  in  Australia,  the  official  beginning 
of  the  colonization  of  the  indigenous 
Aboriginal  people  by  the  British. 

As  government-sponsored  celebrations  of 
this  bicentennial  took  place  around  the 
country,  many  Aboriginal  people  used  the 
year  to  “expose  white  Australia.”  Johnson 
said  that  Aborigines  —  who  have  identified 
as  Black  since  the  late  1960s  —  organized 
marches  for  land  rights  inside  Australia  and 
travelled  overseas  to  speak  about  their  ex¬ 
periences.  Black  women,  including 
Johnson,  who  were  attending  universities, 
“took  the  year  off  because  it’s  1988  and  no 
one  wants  to  graduate  in  1988.” 

Johnson’s  appearance  in  Boston  accom¬ 
panied  two  films  about  Aboriginal  women. 
The  1987  film,  Nice  Colored  Girls  by  Tracy 
Moffat,  focuses  on  the  exploitation  of  Black 
women  by  British  colonizers  and  contem¬ 
porary  white  men  in  Australia,  and  on  Black 
women’s  survival  strategies.  Also  shown 
was  an  episode  of  Women  of  the  Sun,  a 
four-part  television  series  based  on  a  true 
story.  It  looks  at  the  subjugation  of 
Aborigines  on  a  mission  and  the  woman-led 
revolt  against  their  Christian  “keepers.” 

Johnson’s  comments  at  the  event 
underscored  the  resistance  of  Black  women 
to  cultural  and  sexual  violation.  She  also 
drew  parallels  between  the  ongoing  struggles 
of  Black  people  in  Australia,  South  Africa 
and  the  U.S.,  and  those  of  native  people 
around  the  world  —  including  Native 
Americans  and  the  Maori  people  of  New 
Zealand. 

Among  the  commonalities  is  the  govern¬ 
ment  practice  in  many  countries  of  couching 
attempts  at  repression  or  genocide  in  the 
language  of  “protection.”  The  Aborigines 
Act  of  1911,  which  denied  Black  people  vir¬ 
tually  all  control  of  their  lives,  was  designed 
“to  make  provisions  for  the  better  protec¬ 
tion  and  control  of  the  Aborigine  and  half- 
caste  [half-Aborigine,  half-white]  in¬ 


habitants”  of  the  country.  As  Johnson 
notes,  the  “emphasis  was  on  control,”  with 
the  Act  providing  for  almost  complete 
segregation  of  Aborigines.  It  was  illegal  for 
Black  people  to  be  in  urban  (read  white) 
areas  or  to  have  contact  with  white  people. 
Aborigines  had  to  apply  for  permission  to 
marry.  Half-caste  children  were  removed 
from  their  mothers  and  made  to  grow  up  on 
Christian  missions  where  they  were 
pressured  to  deny  their  Aboriginality. 

In  1939  an  amendment  to  the  Act  further 
attacked  Aboriginal  culture  and  identity.  It 
allowed  an  Aborigine  to  be  “exempted” 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  191 1  if  he 
or  she  could  completely  cut  themselves  off 
from  other  Aborigines  and  act  “white.” 
The  person  had  to  prove  “by  reason  of  his 
character,  standard  of  intelligence. ..to  be 
capable  of  living  in  the  general  community 
without  supervision.”  Exemptions  could  be 
revoked  at  whim  and  those  who  had  them 
had  to  carry  exemption  forms  at  all  times.  In 
resistance,  many  Aboriginal  people  refused 
to  accept  exemption.  This  pass  system, 
which  resembles  that  of  South  Africa,  was 
only  eliminated  21  years  ago  when 
Aboriginal  people  won  legal  status  as 
citizens  of  Australia. 

Other  attacks  on  Aboriginal  people  in¬ 
cluded  sterilization  of  Black  women  and  a 
policy  of  encouraging  Black  people  to  marry 
whites  in  an  effort  to  “breed  out” 
Aboriginal  genes. 

Resistance  to  these  assaults  has  as  long  a 
history  as  colonization.  One  of  the  oldest 
and  most  central  Aboriginal  demands  — 
that  for  land  rights  —  was  renewed  shortly 
after  Black  people  gained  citizenship  in 
1967.  The  effort  to  regain  traditional  sites 
continues  into  the  present  and  recalls  the 
Native  American  fight  for  restoration  of 
lands  appropriated  bv  white  colonizers  in 
the  U.S. 

Aboriginal  people  today,  who  now  make 
up  only  one  percent  of  the  total  population 
of  Australia,  have  the  highest  rate  of  infant 
mortality  in  the  world.  Unemployment  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  high  and  since  1980  there  have 
been  dozens  of  deaths  of  Black  men  while  in 
police  custody. 

Johnson’s  political  organizing  has  taken 
on  these  issues  as  well  as  land  rights  and 
feminist  concerns.  A  primary  vehicle  for  her 


passionate  work  is  the  stage.  (She  is  the  first 
Aboriginal  woman  to  have  a  play  performed 
in  a  public  theater  in  her  country.)  In  1979 
she  wrote  and  acted  in  When  I  Die,  You  ’ll 
Stop  Laughing,  a  musical  revue  of  Black  ex¬ 
periences  of  “being  whitewashed.”  The 
1984  play  Tjinderella,  which  she  wrote, 
directed  and  performed,  was  based  on 
Johnson’s  own  experience  of  being  taken 
from  her  mother  to  grow  up  on  a  mission. 
Johnson  wrote  that,  in  contrast  to  the 
Cinderella  story,  “Tjinda’s  godmother  is 
the  Department  of  Aboriginal  Affairs 
whose  magic  wand  gives  false  promises. 
Tjinderella’s  mission  sandals  (the  govern¬ 
ment  policies)  are  a  misfit  and  Tjinderella 
will  not  live  happily  ever  after  until  she  is 
returned  to  her  Dreaming  (her  land).” 

In  describing  the  goal  of  her  work, 
Johnson  says  she  seeks  to  encourage  people 
to  be  “positive  about  their  Aboriginality...I 
choose  the  tool  of  words,  words  that  force 
me  to  write  the  truth  of  Black  Women’s 
history,  of  the  past  and  living  present. 
Theater  is  my  arena,  my  political 
platform.” 

In  an  interview  following  her  talk, 
Johnson  spoke  with  Jennifer  A  bod,  Jacqui 
Alexander  and  Evelynn  Hammonds.  A  bod, 
who  helped  organize  the  interview,  is  a  white 
lesbian  feminist  active  in  supporting  the 
Black  lesbian  and  gay  movement.  She  is  a 
veteran  radio  broadcaster  and  the  founder 
of  the  “ Say  it.  Sister”  women’s  radio  pro¬ 
gram.  She  has  recently  begun  working  in 
video.  Alexander  is  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(BCBLG).  She  is  of  Afro-Caribbean 
background  and  describes  herself  as  in  “ the 
process  of  thinking  through  questions  of 
Caribbean  women  and  sexuality.  ’’Evelynn 
Hammonds  is  an  editor  of  Radical  America 
and  is  interested  in  Black  feminist  theories 
of  identity  politics. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

Postscript:  Speaking  to  GCN  after  the  inter¬ 
view,  Johnson  let  us  know  that  Aboriginal 
women  are  leading  the  International 
Women ’s  Day  march  in  Adelaide  on  March 
4.  The  women  send  their  spirits  around  the 
world  for  peace  and  for  justice. 


A 


Jennifer  Abod 


By  Jennifer  Abod,  Jacqui  Alexander,  and 
Evelynn  Hammonds 

Jennifer  I’d  like  to  start  with  a  question 
about  your  lesbian  identity  —  at  what  age 
did  you  discover  you  were  a  lesbian? 

Eva:  I  was  19.  But  I  didn’t  know  that  the 
thing  I  was  having  with  this  woman  was  a 
lesbian  relationship.  Mary  was  a  nurse  in  the 
hospital  in  Adelaide  where  I  was  training  to 
be  a  nurse.  It  just  happened.  We  decided  to 
share  a  room  together  and  ended  up  being 
lovers  for  four  years.  It  was  a  few  years 
before  1967,  before  Black  people  were  made 
citizens  of  Australia. 

Jennifer:  I  know  that  you’re  now  part  of  a 
Black  lesbian  collective  of  12  women.  How 
else  have  things  changed  for  you  as  a  lesbian 
since  you  were  19? 

Eva:  It’s  much  different  now  because 
homosexuality  is  legalized  in  the  state  of 
South  Australia  in  which  I  live.  And  it’s 
much  easier  to  name  myself.  I  was  very 
closeted  when  I  was  18  and  onwards  until  I 
was  a  little  older.  And  I  was  married  for  six 
years  after  Mary  left  Australia  and  went 
back  to  England.  While  I  was  married  I 
realized  that  I  was  living  under  some 
pretense,  trying  to  be  a  “normal”  hetero¬ 
sexual  housewife  and  mother.  I  didn’t  mind 
the  mothering,  but  I  completely  failed  as  a 
wife  to  a  man,  and  a  domestic. 

Jennifer:  When  you  had  the  relationship 
with  Mary,  was  there  a  lesbian  or  homosex¬ 
ual  subculture  that  you  became  part  of? 

Eva:  No,  not  at  all.  I  wasn’t  even  truly 
Black-identified  then.  I  was  going  through  a 
personal  crisis  —  about  knowing  who  I  was, 
who  I  was  not.  I  had  no  models.  And  I 
didn’t  see  very  many  Black  women  or  Black 
people  in  general  because  we  weren’t  allow¬ 
ed  in  the  cities  at  that  time,  unless  we  had  an 
exemption  form,  a  form  exempting  us  from 
the  laws  that  governed  Aboriginal  people 
from  1911  to  1967.  It  was  very  difficult  for 
me  to  identify  with  a  Black  group  because 
there  were  just  so  few  of  us  around.  The 
ones  who  were  in  the  cities  were  there  for  ob¬ 
vious  reasons  —  either  to  be  working  for  a 
white  family  or  going  to  some  sort  of  formal 
education,  which  at  that  time  was  a  privi¬ 
lege.  I  had  always  been  exempted  so  I  was 
allowed  to  have  this  privilege. 

Jennifer:  Were  you  in  the  relationship  with 
Mary  when  Black  people  became  citizens? 
Could  you  talk  a  little  bit  about  that? 

Eva:  It  was  during  my  third  year  of  nursing 
that  we  were  made  citizens  as  a  result  of  a 
national  referendum,  just  21  years  ago.  I  do 
remember  the  day  when  all  the  nurses, 
everyone  went  up  to  the  polling  booth  to 
vote.  My  girlfriend  was  with  me.  She  was 
non-Black  and  she  felt  really  relieved, 
because  we  had  not  only  hidden  our  rela¬ 
tionship  but  she  had  been  afraid  of  being 
picked  up  for  consorting  —  there  were  con¬ 
sorting  laws  about  non-Black  people  walk¬ 
ing  with  Blacks.  Suddenly  now  she  could 
walk  with  me  freely,  which  before  she  could 
only  do  if  I  had  my  exemption  form  with 
me.  So  it  was  a  freedom  for  both  of  us. 

Jennifer  You  said  earlier  that  you  ripped  up 
your  exemption  form  —  was  that  after  the 
law,  or  before? 

Eva:  It  was  soon  after.  A  lot  of  people  kept 
theirs  as  a  historical  document  of  that  time. 
I  wasn’t  political  then  and  to  me  it  was  just 
like  throwing  away  something  that  I  had  fin¬ 
ished  with. 

Jennifer:  Could  you  explain  a  little  more 
about  the  exemption  provisions  and  could 
you  also  talk  historically  about  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  half-caste  to  Black  to  Aboriginal? 

Eva:  Exemption  was  provided  for  by  a  1939 
amendment  to  the  Aborigines  Act.  It  radic¬ 
ally  changed  the  definition  of  Aboriginal 
identity.  It  basically  allowed  Aboriginal 
people  who  could  prove  that  they  could  act 
like  a  normal  white  fella  to  become 
honorary  whites.  You  had  to  prove  that  you 
could  deny  your  Blackness  and  then  you 
could  go  into  any  place  that  a  white  fella 
could  go. 

I  was  automatically  exempted  because  I 
was  a  ward  of  the  state,  child  of  the  state. 
My  exemption  was  part  of  that.  It  meant 
that  I  had  to  act  as  a  white  person,  that  I  had 
to  think  as  a  white  person.  That  means  I  did 
not  speak  my  language,  I  had  no  association 
with  Aboriginal  people.  So  I  did  that  and  I 
played  white  better  than  some  white  girls  I 
know  (laughter). 

The  half-caste  situation  came  during  col¬ 
onization  as  the  frontier  was  being  won  by 


all  the  white  men  who  were  going  after  the 
bush,  poisoning  our  water  holes.  It  was  part 
of  the  genocide  and  part  of  the  process  of 
the  invasion,  raping  the  women  as  they  went 
along.  Of  course  there  was  this  high  population  of 
half-caste  children,  children  who  were  half 
white  and  half  Aborigine.  And,  the  govern¬ 
ment  thought  that  it  was  a  bit  of  an  embar¬ 
rassment  to  the  white  heroes. 

Jennifer:  Embarrassment  because  it  admit¬ 
ted  their  raping  — 

Eva:  They  never  acknowledged  the  raping, 
they  explained  that  the  women  were 
oversexed.  These  women  had  no  concept  of 
morals,  it  was  the  women  who  actually  pro¬ 
cured  these  wonderful  white  men.  That 
stereotype  of  Black  women  still  exists  today 
in  white  society. 

Then,  to  supervise  the  half-caste  children, 
the  religious  denominations  came  in.  We 
had  the  Catholics,  the  Lutherans,  the 
Church  of  Englands  and  the  Methodists. 
The  half-caste  children  made  an  industry  for 
them.  The  foa^  denominations  took  over 
and  said,  okay/  the  Methodists  own  this 
part  of  Australia,  the  Catholics  this  part, 
etc.  And  subsequently,  children  of  half- 
caste  were  taken  from  their  mothers  and 
placed  as  far  from  their  birthplaces  as  possi¬ 
ble  onto  one  of  these  reserves  and  brought 
up  under  one  of  the  denominations. 

It  was  seen  as  protection.  The  white  men 
explained  that  traditional  people  didn’t 
want  us  because  we  had  white  blood  in  us 
and  that  was  taboo;  they  said  traditional 
people  were  killing  us.  Of  course,  we  found 
that  to  be  a  fallacy.  Maybe  it  happened  in 
some  places,  but  it  certainly  didn’t  happen 
in  my  family,  among  my  tribal  people.  I  was 
taken  away  from  my  mother  when  I  was  two 
and  a  half.  I  was  still  being  breast-fed.  My 
brother  and  sister  and  I  were  torn  away  from 
her  and  that  is  the  word  I  use  because  we 
were.  And  they  put  us  on  the  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion. 

Jennifer:  In  terms  of  political  identification  or 
just  identification,  do  people  use  the  words 
Aborigine,  or  Black  or  half-caste  — 

Eva:  We  don’t  use  terms  like  half-caste 
anymore.  White  people  still  do.  They  say, 
“She’s  not  real  Aboriginal  because  she’s  a 
half-caste.”  They  use  the  term  to  discredit 
us  whereas  before  they  used  the  terms  half- 
caste  and  quarter-caste  to  make  themselves 
feel  better  about  us  not  being  Aboriginal. 
The  more  white  you  were  the  better  you 
were  accepted  into  white  society. 

But  now  I  claim  my  Blackness  and  I  say, 
“I  am  Black  —  I’m  not  half-caste,  I’m  not 
quarter-caste  —  I  don’t  want  to  be  the  caste 
that  you  want  me  to  be,  I  am  Black.”  You 
know?  And  of  course  all  Aboriginal  people 
do  identify  as  being  Black  now  —  this  is 
what’s  making  us  stronger.  We  are  becom¬ 
ing  more  positively  identified  with  our  col¬ 
or,  our  origin,  our  indigenousness, 
Aboriginality. 

Jennifer:  Do  you  date  this  from  1967? 

Eva:  Yes.  It  was  in  1972  that  the  first  land 
rights  movement  started,  the  first  land  rights 
marches.  We  set  up  an  Aboriginal  embassy 
at  Canberra  —  which  was  always  lorn  down 


by  the  police  —  stating  that  we  wanted  land 
rights.  We  were  generated  by  the  civil  rights 
movement  in  America  and  the  Black  Pan¬ 
ther  movement  —  we’d  had  talks  in 
Australia  with  some  members  of  the  Black 
Panthers. 

Our  embassy,  which  was  like  a  tent  on  the 
lawns  in  front  of  Parliament  House  in 
Canberra,  stayed  there  until  it  was  recogniz¬ 
ed  that  we  wanted  some  form  of  legislation, 
and  agreement  that  we  could  form  our  own 
Aboriginal  Land  Council.  So  that  our  tradi¬ 
tional  people  could  still  have  their  sacred 
sites,  their  traditional  ritual  areas,  they 
could  still  live  in  accordance  with  40,000 
years.  You  know,  we  were  British  subjects, 
we  were  part  of  the  fauna  and  flora  and  we 
could  be  shot  at  random  like  a  kangaroo. 
Black  men  were  hung  and  white  men  could 
just  walk  free,  and  there  was  no  crime.  It 
was  not  a  crime  to  shoot  a  Black  person. 

Jacqui:  Was  there  a  history  of  struggle 
before  ’67?  You’re  identifying  ’67  as  the 
critical  year  — 

Eva:  I  recognize  that  there’s  always  been 
struggle  because  we  did  resist  in  many  areas, 
even  while  we  were  losing  in  terms  of  our 
physical  strength  and  our  numbers.  It  was 
never  an  acknowledged  form  of  war  even 
though  it  was  war.  Long  before  1967  there 
were  Aboriginal  elders  speaking  out  for  land 
rights  and  Aboriginal  rights. 

Jacqui:  So  how  did  1967  make  it  different? 
Was  it  that  it  raised  the  question  of  identity? 

Eva:  Well,  in  1967,  Aboriginal  people  were 
allowed  to  have  access  to  our  own  services 
and  we  were  actually  employed  in  depart¬ 
ments  of  Aboriginal  affairs,  in  health,  hous¬ 
ing.  And  we  set  up  the  first  free  medical 
health  center  —  the  first  free  medical  center 
Australia  has  ever  had  was  set  up  by  Blacks 
in  Sydney.  Anyone  —  Black  and  white  — 
could  get  free  medical  service  there. 

Also,  before  ’67  we  were  isolated.  The 
housing  policies  in  the  cities  allocated 
houses  so  far  apart  that  it  was  difficult  to 
travel  to  visit  each  other  so  we  could  main¬ 
tain  some  kind  of  community.  We  were 
completely  disintegrated;  it  was  part  of  the 
psychological  warfare  against  us  by  the 
government.  But  the  Aboriginal  con¬ 
sciousness  was  started  long  before  ’67  —  we 
just  really  needed  to  expose  it  in  some  way  to 
the  world.  We’re  still  trying  to  expose  it  to 
the  world  now,  because  I’m  amazed  at  the 
lack  of  information  American  people  have 
about  Black  history. 

Jacqui:  You  mentioned  Black  very  con¬ 
sciously  and  you  talked  about  claiming  be¬ 
ing  Black  and  naming  yourself  —  where  did 
that  term  come  from? 

Eva:  I  suppose  it  was  the  Black  Power  and 
the  Black  Panther  movements,  recognizing 
that  Black  was  beautiful.  All  Aboriginal 
kids  started  walking  around  with  “Black  is 
Beautiful”  t-shirts.  And  in  the  late  ’60s  and 
’70s  Afro  hair  styles  were  in  and  everyone 
wanted  an  Afro  hair  style  and  white  people 
wanted  to  be  seen  with  a  Black  girl  with 
Afro  hair  style  —  so  we  all  went  out  and 
bought  all  these  Afro  wigs  (laughter).  All 
my  models  came  from  America;  you  know. 


1  looked  at  Nina  Simone  and  Sojourner 
Truth  and  I  was  reading  Black  American 
literature,  and  I  started  saying,  “I  can  name 
who  I  am.” 

The  first  book  that  1  read  was  this  Bridge 
Called  My  Back  [Kitchen  Table  Press, 
Latham,  N.Y.]  I  said,  “God,  these  are 
Black  women  who  are  lesbians  speaking  out 
about  being  lesbians  —  1  must  write  to 
them!”  (laughter)  “Claim  me,  I’m  one!”  I 
thought,  “How  wonderful  that  somebody 
else  knows  who  I  am.” 

And  in  ’75  during  the  international 
women’s  year  I  spoke  out  and  named  myself 
in  front  of  800  women  at  a  conference.  I  was 
at  that  time  nursing  for  the  family  planning 
association.  And  I  was  speaking  against  the 
use  of  Depo-Provera  which  at  that  time  was 
being  used  by  our  association  on  our  young 
girls  as  a  form  of  contraception  —  maybe 
forced  sterilization.  And  at  that  time  it  was 
banned  in  America.  I  mean,  it’s  still  readily 
available  in  the  hospitals  in  Australia.  So  I 
became  politicized  through  my  work.  Of 
course,  1  was  in  a  superior  position.  I  was 
always  either  a  nurse  or  someone  who  had 
some  form  of  authority.  And  I  was  servicing 
my  own  people  with  the  same  techniques, 
the  same  indoctrination  I  had  received.  And 
I  said,  “Shit,  I  have  to  get  out  of  this.”  And 
I  decided  never  to  work  for  the  government 
again,  and  1  haven’t. 

Jacqui:  One  of  the  questions  I  wanted  to 
raise  has  to  do  with  what  you  just  mentioned 
—  class  contradictions.  Because  I  would  im¬ 
agine  that  your  class  position  is  probably 
very  much  different  from  Aboriginal  Black 
people  who  have  no  trace  of  white  in  them 
or  should  I  say  traditional,  indigenous  peo¬ 
ple? 

Eva:  Traditional  Aboriginal  people  are  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  still  living  traditionally  —  I 
don’t  like  to  call  them  full-bloods,  I  call 
them  traditional,  my  traditional  elders.  I  am 
an  urbanized,  contemporary  Black. 

Jacqui:  Okay,  so  what  are  the  class  dif¬ 
ferences  between  traditional  and  contem¬ 
porary  Blacks  —  and  how  have  those  dif¬ 
ferences  played  themselves  out  in  political 
struggle?  To  what  extent  are  the  issues  of 
traditional  people  brought  onto  the  political 
agenda? 

Eva:  It’s  incredibly  difficult  because  through 
the  history  traditional  people  were  not 
allowed  to  have  any  contact  with  the  con¬ 
temporary  Blacks.  So  it’s  been  a  process  of 
us  going  back  to  recognizing  that  we  are  a 
unified  identity,  that  we  belong  to  one  race. 
Since  ’72,  since  land  rights,  the  traditional 
Aboriginal  people  have  become  more 
political  in  that  all  the  people  sitting  on  the 
land  councils  are  traditional  people,  and 
rightly  so. 

Traditional  people  are  also  demanding 
their  own  community  control  and  English  as 
a  second  language.  Contemporary  Blacks 
recognize  that  traditional  people  have 
higher  rank  than  us.  I  live  in  Adelaide;  I 
fight  politically  for  land  rights  because  it 
was  something  that  was  taken  away  from  me 
when  I  was  two-and-a-half  years  old  —  my 
right  to  be  indigenous,  to  be  traditional  was 
taken  away  when  I  was  two  and  a  half  by 
Continued  on  page  1 2 


(L-R)  Evelynn  Hammonds.  Eva  Johnson  and  jacqui  Alexander 


Jenniler  Abod 


PLEASE  SUPPORT  OUR 

WOMEN  ADVERTISERS 


Co-dependent  Women  from 
Alcoholic  Families 

New  Therapy  Group 

A  safe,  supportive  space  to  examine  the  self; 
express  feelings,  and  recover  from  addictive 
patterns  that  interfere  with  genuine  expres¬ 
sion  of  our  precious  child  within. 

Prefer  daytime,  6  months 
Sliding  scale  and  insurance  accepted. 
Julia  Kelly,  M.Ed. 

648-9404 

Debra  Trusklnoff,  LICSW 
484-1553 


Jju  'Eartrr  &  A  Ujitmad*  trade  rufhaet^e  far 

utomyn  -  iderrtifted -  wmyn 

A  trade  rufhan^e  it 

a  business  that  lists  other  business  vho  are  villint  *) 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchan**  of 
coods/services.  Through  a  trade  exchance  you  receive 
many  benefits  including,  hie  her  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaks  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  calling. . 

1  800  42*  -  71*4  or  513  -  7*7  •  f  IN 

via  post  1 1 3  E  Whiteman  St  Yellov  Springs,  Ohio  45387 


Feminist  Mental  Health  Collective 

240  Concord  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
661-6261 

We  look  forward  to  continuing  to  offer  our  services  as 
psychotherapists  to  the  women's  community.  We  counsel  in¬ 
dividuals,  couples  and  families. 

Barbara  Clivio 
loyce  Colman 
Ann  Drake 

Servicing  the  gay  &  lesbian  community  since  1975 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  N  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Women  for  Economic  Justice 

Invites  you  to  a  day  of  workshops  and  strategy 
sessions 

Working  Harder,  Getting  Less: 

What's  Happening  to  Jobs  in 
Massachusetts  and  What  We  Can  Do 
About  It 

Saturday,  March  11 
9:00  a. m. -3:30  p.m. 

Roxbury  Community  College 
Room  300 

For  more  info  call:  617/426-9734 


COU  NSC  LING 
EOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Cull  247-4861 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


EYES  EXAMINED 


Remember  —  living  and  learning  comes 
easier  with  good  vision  .  .  . 

Rachelle  S.  DuBey,  O.D. 

Doctor  of  Optometry 
eyes  examined 
prescriptions  filled 
contact  lenses 
(617)  547-3310 
56  J.F.K.  St,,  2nd  Floor 
Harvard  Square,  Cambridge 
women  owned  and  staffed 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


MERI  FOX 
LICSW 


Intimacy  Sexuality  Identity 
Shame-based  Issues 

substance  abuse  •  depression  •  in¬ 
cest  •  anxiety  •  adult  daughters  of 
alcoholics 


lesbian,  heterosexual,  bisexual 
clients 

876-0222 

sliding  fee  insurance 


_ 


CANTABRIGIA 

COUNSELING 

Anita  Fast,  LICSW 
Toni  Schiff,  LCSW 
Anita  Rossien,  LCSW 

•  Women's  individual,  couple  &  group 
counseling 
•  Lesbian  issues 

•  Substance  abuse 

•  Visual  impairment 

•  Midlife  &  older  women's  issues 

insurance  Cambridge  354-5981 
sliding  scale  Acton  263-2745 

Serving  the  community  for  12  years 


Red  Shades 
presents 


BORN  IN 
FLAMES 


a  feminist  sci-fi 
film 

by  Lizzie  Borden 

8:00  PM 

$5.00  at  the  door 

Benefit  for  CoMadres 

(Committee  of  Mothers  of  the 
Disappeared  in  El  Salvador) 

Friday,  March  10 
Jamaica  Plain  High  School 
Washington  &  McBride 
Jamaica  Plain 
Green  Street  T  Stop 


1/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

|  anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  ^Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover.  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


Susan  Greenwood, 
_ LICSW _ 

Individual  and  group  therapy  for 
lesbians.  Self-esteem,  coming  out, 
relationships,  alcohol/drug  abuse, 
co-dependencies.  Consultation, 
training  and  supervision  available. 


On  Red  Line  Free  Parking 

871-4987 


i  > 


A  SPIRITUAL 
RETREAT  FOR 


^^LESBIAN  WOMEN 

March  3  -  March  5,  1 989 

We  will  celebrate  Lesbian  wisdom  with  meditation, 
chanting,  ritual,  visualization,  and  healing. 


with  DIANE  MARIECHILD 

teacher  and  author  of  Mother  Wit 
and  The  Inner  Dance 

and  her  partner  SHULI  GOODMAN,  singer  and 
ritual  performance  artist 


A  residential  program  held  at  Essex  Retreat  Center, 
North  Shore,  a  1 0  minute  walk  from  the  ocean. 


All  expenses,  room  and  board,  luxury  spa,  $225.00 
Limited  space  -  call  early. 

For  information  and  registration  call 
Full  Circle  Workshops  413-259-1657 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL  PRODUCTIONS 

presents 


Casselberry- Dupree 

with  Toshi  Reagan  &  Annette  Aguilar 


and  special  guest  Hattie  Gasset 


New 

RDS 


in  Celebration  of  the  15th  Birthday 
of  New  Words  Bookstore 


Saturday,  March  25,  7:30  p.m. 

Kresge  Auditorium,  MIT 


Tickets:  $12.50  in  advance,  $13.50  at  the  door 

Proceeds  to  benefit  Stree  Lekha,  a  woman  '$ 
bookstore  and  resource  center  in  Bangalore,,  India. 


Available  at:  New  Words.  Sandy  s  Music.  Out-of-Town,  Wood  &  Strings  (credit  cards  by  phone:  641- 
2131),  Aiborway  Video  &  Sound,  Concertcharge  (497-1 118),  all  Ticketron  outlets. 


INFO:  (617)  661-1252 


PAGE  10  □  MARCH  5-11,  1989  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  IS  A  WOMAN-OWNED,  WOMAN-OPERATED  PRODUCTION  COMPANY 


M  US  1C 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


COMMUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  f.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628  9S47 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363  4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
523- 1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway.  Cambridge 
868  3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-7 
Repairs/Parts/Woritspacc 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk.  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876  5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa.  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
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Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Ay. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
739  7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186'/;  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston.  MA  02114 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  8  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  021 18 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Aubum  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 

Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 

special  occasions 

776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
5S2  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  Ma.  021 18 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
I  800  352-3185 
KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227  7008 
M-F  1-5  p  m 


MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing  * 

726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P  O.  Box  II 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  8  Lesbian 
Comm. 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  —  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524  7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
508/546-7252 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-4469. 
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Airwaves 

Continued  from  page  6 

tie  bit  of  jazz  and  whole  lot  of  soul”  musical 
montage. 

As  both  Schreiber  and  Berzon  emphasize, 
the  medium  of  the  shows  has  a  lot  to  do  with 
their  messages.  ‘‘Broadcast  media  is  a  really 
powerful  way  to  express  emotions  and  pas¬ 
sion,  feelings  that  don’t  necessarily  come 
across  in  print,”  explains  Schreiber.  “On 
the  show  I  produced  with  Liz  Galst  on 
homeless  women,  the  women  get  the  chance 
to  tell  their  own  stories  and  you  hear  their 
voices,  you  hear  their  environment.  It  really 
illustrates  the  unique  accessibility  and  im¬ 
mediacy  of  radio.” 

The  fact  that  producers  come  back  year 
after  year  to  IWD  radio  attests  to  that  sense 
of  making  a  difference.  For  example,  Lillian 
Gonzalez  and  Vivian  Carlo  produce  this 
year  their  eighth  show  of  Latina  women 
singers,  musicians,  heroines  and  poets:  “La 
Mujer  Latina:  Numero  Ocho.”  Says  Gon¬ 
zalez,  “You’re  not  going  to  find  these 
women  aired  almost  anywhere  else.”  She 
adds  that  not  only  do  listeners  get  to  hear  a 
wide  range  of  musical  styles  —  from  Nueva 
Cancion  or  New  Song  to  Latin  jazz  to  salsa 
—  and  not  only  are  the  women  included 
often  addressing  the  struggles  in  Latin 
America,  but  “it’s  a  chance  for  women  to 
feel  good  about  their  music  and  their 
voices.” 

As  a  special  addition  to  this  year’s  broad¬ 
cast,  greetings  are  interspersed  from  women 
around  the  world,  including  Kate  Clinton, 
Patty  Larkin,  Mercedes  Sosa  and  Sweet 
Honey  in  the  Rock.  And,  just  one  more 
reason  to  definitely  tune  in  this  March  12: 

B  WCR  will  take  a  break  from  producing  the 
show  next  year  in  order  to  fundraise  and 
conduct  radio  training  workshops.  □ 

Stock 

Continued  from  back  page 
Rescue.”  When  the  teenager  decided  to  seek 
an  abortion  —  after  extensive  counseling 
and  support  —  she  was  besieged  by  anti¬ 
choice  demonstrators  at  the  clinic  as  she 
entered.  Slogans  of  guilt  and  murder  were 
yelled  at  her  and  caused  her  to  lose  con¬ 
fidence  in  her  judgment  to  have  an  abortion. 
Although  she  did  receive  an  abortion,  she  is 
now  experiencing  extreme  depression  and 
believes  she  has  made  the  wrong  decision, 
according  to  McMahon. 

The  last  panelist,  Susan  Moirer,  presented 
a  high-energy  and  humorous  message  of  ac¬ 
tion.  Moirer,  a  member  of  the  lesbian  ac¬ 
tivist  group  No  Turning  Back,  proclaimed 
“no  more  nice  organizing”  and  “no  more 
lies.”  Moirer  reminded  participants  that  a 
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majority  of  people  polled  support  a 
woman’s  right  to  an  abortion,  and  she  en¬ 
couraged  bold  organizing  tactics  for  seeking 
change.  Instead  of  looking  to  our  “liberal 
sisters”  to  fight  for  reprodutive  rights,  ac¬ 
tivists  must  “look  to  the  left  to  build 
organizing  strength.” 

The  panel  discussion  was  followed  by  an 
extensive  strategizing  session  where  ideas 
such  as  outreach  to  clinic  workers,  speak- 
outs  by  women  who  have  had  legal  abor¬ 
tions,  and  mobilizing  for  the  pro-choice 
march  on  Washington  April  9  were  discuss¬ 
ed. 

Mourning 

Continued  from  page  i 

and  the  Multicultural  Service  Committee  of 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee,  par¬ 
ticipants  stood  in  a  large  circle,  clapping 
with  the  beat  of  congas  in  the  background. 
Individuals  then  took  turns  calling  out 
names  of  people  they  wanted  to  remember, 
and  the  rest  of  the  group  responded,  “Pre¬ 
sent!” 

The  Detroit  chapter  of  NCBLG  created  a 
memorial  collage  of  over  80  names  of 
“Black  gays  and  lesbians  who  [have]  died, 
and  Black  people  who  were  important  to 
Black  gays  and  lesbians,”  said  Renee  Mc¬ 
Coy,  executive  director  of  NCBLG.  McCoy 
said  the  theme  of  the  event,  which  especially 
paid  tribute  to  four  gay  men  —  James 
Baldwin,  Joseph  Beam,  Bayard  Rustin,  and 
Sylvester  —  was  “Lest  We  Forget.”  □ 

Daley 

Continued  from  page  I 

the  huge  number  of  Black  votes  in  Chicago, 
a  candidate  still  needs  some  of  the 
Lakefront  [a  predominantly  white,  affluent 
area  of  the  city]  to  win.  And  with  the  Black 
community  divided,  momentum  will  only 
pick  up  for  Daley,”  she  said. 

Dittman  said  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  can  deliver  many  white  votes  to  a 
Black  candidate,  but  not  enough  to  break 
down  the  city’s  racial  polarization.  “We 
can’t  overcome  the  yuppie  wards  that  vote 
white  no  matter  what.  But  I  don’t  think  the 
community’s  pull  has  been  damaged  in  the 
election.  We  can’t  be  expected  to  provide 
everything.” 

Mack  maintains  that  Evans  has  a  good 
shot  at  winning  the  election.  “In  the  next 
few  weeks  we  must  bridge  a  lot  of  dif¬ 
ferences,  but  I  think  he  will  have  tremen¬ 
dous  support  in  our  community.”  She  said 
Vrdolyak  could  take  many  white  votes  away 
from  Daley.  And  Jesse  Jackson  recently 
pledged  to  support  Evans. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Claiming 

Continued  from  centerspreaa 

this  law  that  said  that  because  I  was  mixed 
blood,  I  had  to  be  removed  from  my  tradi¬ 
tional  mother.  So,  whenever  we  have  land 
right  marches  now  —  like  the  marches  this 
year  on  the  anniversary  of  200  years  of  white 
invasion  —  the  traditional  people  lead  us. 
We  never  have  a  march  where  we  don’t 
recognize  traditional  people  as  our  leaders. 

And  if  1  do  any  theater  that  involves  tradi¬ 
tional  dancing,  I  must  invite  a  traditional 
person  to  come  in  and  choreograph  it.  If  I 
use  any  form  of  body  paint,  I  must  ask  the 
traditional  people  which  ochres  can  I  use, 
which  body  symbols  and  images  I  can  use. 
Because  there  is  no  way  that  I  will  put  on 
theater  in  contemporary  Australia  and  stand 
up  and  say,  “This  is  traditional  Australia” 
without  consulting  my  traditional 
dramateurs. 

Also,  every  year  the  traditional  people 
come  down  and  give  us  —  the  contemporary 
Black  people  —  our  dances,  every  year  in 
Adelaide.  They’re  recognizing  that  we  are 
the  lost  children.  They’re  claiming  us.  For 
me,  as  a  lost  Black,  a  lost  half-traditional 
Black  woman,  it  is  vital  for  my  growth,  for 
my  spirit,  that  I  claim  my  origin  and  that  I 
am  claimed  by  my  mothers. 

Jacqui:  That’s  such  a  wholesome  way  to 
represent  it.  Within  the  context  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  we  talk  about  something  called  ageism 
and  there  are  older  women  who  are  not  in¬ 
volved  in  the  movement  and  there  has  to  be 
a  real  conscious  attempt  to  reach  back  and 
understand  the  struggles  of  older  women. 
What  you  are  describing  is  a  very  different 
context.  You  are  reaching  back  to  a  source 
that  is  at  the  same  time  spiritual  and  sacred 
and  political  and  wholesome,  and  without 
which  you  can’t  move  ahead. 

Eva:  Sure.  I  mean,  I  was  36  when  I  found  my 
mother.  It  took  me  34  years  to  find  her.  And 
when  I  did,  I  found  her  in  a  hospital  dying  of 
white  fella  disease  —  she  had  terminal  TB. 
But  I  found  her.  And  she  knew  me,  she 
knew  me,  she  just.. .she  knew  me.  And  to 
me,  that  was  the  strength  of  the  spirit,  it  was 
knowing  inside  of  me  that  I  belonged. 

It  was  knowing  that  I  had  a  totem,  that  I 
belonged  to  the  Catfish  Dreaming,  that  I 
had  a  tribal  people  called  the  Malak  Malak 
People.  So  now  I  identify  as  Malak  of  the 
Catfish  Dreaming  born  on  Daly  River  in  the 
Northern  Territory.  I  have  gone  back,  I 
have  sat  with  my  people  and  they  all  know 
my  mother  and  they  all  know  who  we  were. 
“Oh  yeah,”  the  old  fella  says,  “We 
remember  when  you  been  taken  away  a  long 
time  ago.  You  come  back  now.  Good.  Sit 
down.  You  belong  here.” 

That’s  really  important,  to  know  where 
you  come  from.  It  doesn’t  matter  who  you 
are  or  where  you  are,  you  have  to  find  your 
origin,  you  have  to  find  your  source. 

Jacqui:  That’s  so  powerful,  that  way  in 
which  you  talk  about  claiming  that  history 
and  what  that  means. 

Eva:  It’s  because  I’ve  found  my  source  that 
no  one  can  hurt  me.  No  one  can  touch  me. 
And  this  ageism  thing  —  I  was  dying  to  be  40 
so  I  could  become  a  wise  woman,  (laughter) 
My  god,  and  I’m  wiser  now,  because  I’m  42. 
(laughter) 

jacqui:  Let  me  switch  for  a  minute  and  talk 
about  your  politics  that  are  connected  to 
what  we  could  call  contemporary  feminism. 

Eva:  Oh  yeah,  that’s  the  part  that  gives  me  a 
lot  of  trouble  (laughter). 

Jacqui:  What  we’d  like  to  find  out  is  can  you 
call  what  you  are  part  of  a  contemporary 
feminist  movement,  and  what  does  that  en¬ 
tail?  And  then  maybe  we  can  think  about 
the  ways  in  which  there  are  linkages  to  the 
traditional  struggle. 

Eva:  The  contemporary  feminist  movement 
is  very  slow  in  process  at  the  moment 
because  there  are  so  many  phobias.  Not  only 
is  there  homophobia,  but  phobia  of  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  white  feminist  movement  and  be¬ 
ing  absorbed  into  the  ideology  of  being 
white  feminist. 

I  see  feminism  as  a  unified  ideology  in 
terms  of  all  women  fighting  against  all 
forms  of  oppression  on  women  in  general. 
But  in  Adelaide  I  have  been  criticized  by 
Black  women  who  say,  “What  do  you  want 
to  be  a  feminist  for,  Eva?  Why  do  you  call 
yourself  a  feminist?”  I’m  a  feminist  with  a 
Black  feminist  ideology,  and  within  that  I’m 
a  Black  feminist  lesbian.  And  constantly  I’m 

PAGE  12  □  MARCH  5-11,  1989  □ 


talking  to  contemporary  Black  women  who 
work  for  the  public  service  and  I  say  to 
them,  “Why  don’t  you  question  the  system? 
Why  don’t  you  say  that  you  don’t  like  the 
fact  that  we  don’t  have  any  shelters  for 
Aboriginal  women  here  in  Adelaide?”  And 
I  say  to  them,  “This  is  what  I’m  saying  when 
I’m  speaking  out  as  a  Black  feminist.” 

And  we  don’t  have  a  women’s  refuge  in 
Adelaide.  We  are  using  one  of  the  five  ex¬ 
isting  refuges  for  white  women.  But  because 
I  speak  out  like  this  against  the  system,  I’m 
seen  as  a  shit-stirrer.  And  I’m  devalued  and 
discredited. 

Jacqui:  So,  women  struggling  to  have  their 
own  shelters  is  one  issue  on  the  political 
agenda.  What  other  issues  are  feminists 
struggling  around? 

Eva:  We  have  an  AIDS  project  through  our 
medical  center  in  Sydney  and  we  produce 
our  own  booklets,  and  our  own  adver¬ 
tisements  on  AIDS  with  Black  faces  instead 
of  white  faces. 

We  are  a  bit  reluctant  at  the  moment  to 
openly  discuss  the  problem  of  incest.  Incest 
is  non-traditional  in  that  it  was  never  prac¬ 
ticed  in  Aboriginal  tradition  in  Australia.  I 
see  it  as  a  white  habit,  and  Black  men  are 
adopting  all  forms  of  white  values  and 
strategies  to  fight  against  Black  women  or  to 
use  as  their  power  against  Black  women. 
Alcohol  is  one,  of  course.  Incest  is  another. 
Rape.  All  of  these  are  very  important  to  ad¬ 
dress,  but  because  there  are  only  a  few  Black 
feminists  in  Adelaide,  we  don’t  know  what 
avenue  to  start  from. 

I  know  that  if  we  have  an  open  seminar  on 
incest,  it  will  be  seen  as  Black  lesbians  talk¬ 
ing  about  something  that  we  don’t  know 
anything  about.  But  when  I  write  about  rape 
in  my  plays,  Black  women  come  along  and 
say,  “Yeah,  that  happened.  Good  on  you, 
Eva!  You  say  it,  sock  it  to  ’em.” 

Evelynn:  I  have  a  question  that  has  to  do 
with  the  film  we  saw  last  night  about 
Aboriginal  people  on  the  missions.  I  was  so 
struck  by  the  two  older  women  because  their 
mannerisms  were  so  much  like  Black  women 
in  America  that  I  knew  and  my  family  —  the 
attitude  of  not  looking  the  white  man 
straight  in  the  eye,  not  talking  back  to  them. 
For  a  minute  I  thought  I  was  looking  at  a 
scene  from  rural  Georgia  and  not  from 
Australia.  I  felt  a  complete  connection  to 
these  women  and  their  lives  —  everything 
felt  so  familiar  to  me.  I  wonder  if  it’s  like 
that  for  you  to  see  us,  to  come  in  contact 
with  Afro  American  women? 


Eva:  Yes,  I  do  see  that.  I  think  it’s  related  to 
the  missionary  syndrome,  the  mission  think¬ 
ing.  You  never,  ever  raise  your  head  to  the 
master,  the  person  who  owns  you.  And  it  is 
a  form  of  inferiority  embedded  in  you.  I 
remember  on  the  mission  I  never  looked  up 
to  the  house  mother  or  the  missionary,  I 
always  looked  down. 

And,  of  course,  it’s  also  traditionally 
taboo  to  look  into  someone’s  eyes.  So  there 
are  the  two  different  concepts  of  looking  at 
someone.  There  is  the  traditional  one  of  not 
doing  it  out  of  respect  —  and  then  on  the 
mission  we  are  taught  not  to  look  a  white 
fella  in  the  eye  because  he  has  to  maintain 
the  power  of  looking  down  on  you. 

I  don’t  look  down  anymore,  of  course.  I 
think  one  thing  being  politicized  makes  you 
do  is  look  the  oppressor  in  the  eye.  And  of 
course,  that  really  has  incredible  effects  on 
him.  It  really  gives  me  pleasure  to  confront 
white  men  now.  When  I’m  doing  one  of  my 
poems  as  a  mission  girl  in  front  of  an  au¬ 
dience,  I  look  around  and  point  to  white 
men  and  say,  “Are  you  my  father?  My  mum 
said  he  was  white.  Did  you  rape  her?  Did 
you  love  her?”  and  I  point  to  another,  “Or, 
are  you  my  father?”  They  just  cringe,  they 
melt  with  fear. 

Evelynn:  The  other  part  of  my  question  is: 
what  has  been  your  experience  of  Afro 
American  people  since  you’ve  been  here? 

Eva:  Oh,  I  have  felt  so  free  in  talking  here  — 
I’ve  experienced  the  situation  of  belonging 
to  a  powerful  people.  Aboriginal  people 
haven’t  yet  the  ease  of  feeling  powerful 
because  we’re  still  such  a  minority.  I  see  a 
majority  in  this  country  in  many  cases.  I 
walk  down  the  street  and  I  see  more  Black 
faces  than  white  and  I  feel  great !  There’s  no 
need  for  me  to  hide  myself.  I  can  be 
strong.  □ 
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235  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  021 1 5  61 7/536-7979 
ACROSS  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  CHURCH 

WITH  EACH  ROLL  OF  COLOR  PRINT  FILM 
[135  and  IIO],  RECEIVE  A  FREE 
SECOND  SET  OF  PRINTS! 

135  and  11  □  COLOR  PRINT  FILM 
IN  LAB  PROCESSING  ONLY 

GRAND  OPENING 
MARCH  1st 

OFFER  GOOD  ONE  WEEK  ONLY 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★  No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


51  Stuart  Street  Boston  Massachusetts  02116  Info  Line:  330-8669 


VM  *,  /ifM 


Every  Sunday.  Every  Monday  holiday.  At  4  pm. 


bsKPsh 


Sundays,  at  1pm. 

Sunday  Brunch  Buffet  includes  a  Bloody  Mary  or  Mimosa,  for  $8.00.  Fran  1pm  until  Tea  Dance  at  4  pm. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

GCN  BOXHOLDERS  500,  501  &  2000: 

Due  to  a  technical  glich  during  a  recent  staff  transitional 
phase  we  have  no  records  of  your  adresses  to  forward 
your  mail.  Please  call  us  at  (617)  426-4469  or  drop  us  a 
line  to  refresh  our  memory  and  we'll  send  out  your  mail 
pronto.  Please  accept  our  apologies. _ (34) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SOFTBALL  PLAYERS 

Team  needs  players.  Modified  fast-pitch.  Positions  include  se¬ 
cond  pitcher,  shortstop,  3rd,  etc.  Experienced  please.  We  are 
in  a  competitive  league.  Call  Amy  (506)  897-7534. _ (36) 

LOST  WILL 

Anyone  having  any  knowledge  of  or  information  regarding 
the  location  of  or  existence  of  a  Last  Will  and  Testament, 
Codicil,  or  Letter  of  Instruction  executed  by  one  JOSEPH 
WILLIAM  BURNS,  deceased  January  23,  1989,  late  of  66 
Russell  Street,  Charlestown,  Suffolk  County,  MA,  which  Will 
was  executed  after  January  1,  1978  please  call  the  office  of 
David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C.  (617)  266-0760.  collect.  (35) 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


1G  —  Here  it  is.  Love,  Missy. 


(33) 


SAFER  SEX 

Gay  men  of  all  types  needed  to  participate  in  Boston 
area  gay  outreach  program.  If  you  love  sex  and  are 
highly  committed  to  safer  sex  and  would  like  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  an  explicit  sex  positive  campaign,  call  (617) 
437-6200  ext.  283  at  the  AAC. _ (35) 

BLANCHE 

Oh,  to  dive  with  you  again  into  the  swamp!  — 
Semengeloff 

_ (33) 


SERVICES 


STRESSED  OUT! 

Experience  the  relaxation  of  Shiatsu  —  the  new  spirit  of 
bodywork.  Lance  964-0466. _ (34) 


hi  sherman! 


(33) 


LF  33,  warm,  sensual,  creative,  swimmer,  activist  in  gay 
and  progressive  politics,  seeks  LFs  with  integrity  for 
dates,  romance,  casual  sex.  If  you  like  music,  dancing, 
films,  novels,  travel,  exploring  the  city,  beach  walks, 
write  GCN  Box  346.  _ (33) 

Isolated  GWM,  28,  friendly,  aware,  educated,  seeks 

similar  contacts.  PO  Box  966,  Youngstown,  OH,  44501 . 
Please  write  soon! _ (33) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


HEAUNG  THE  BODY  ELECTRIC 

Ecstatic,  transformational  weekend  with  Body  Electric’s 
Joseph  Kramer.  March  17-19.  Taoist  erotic  massage  and 
more.  Introduction  Friday  March  17  7:30pm.  551  Tremont. 
$10,  Information  522-9164, _ (34) 

WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Celebrating  International  Women’s  Day,  Sat.,  March  4  and 
Sat.  11,  llam-5pm.  Downstairs,  186  Hampshire  St.,  Cam- 
bridge.  _ (33) 

CALENDAR  HEAVEN  (YEP!) 

GCN  REALLY  REALLY  needs  a  volunteer  calendar  coor¬ 
dinator/s  —  one  person  5  hrs.  a  week  or  two  people  to  split 
the  job.  You’ll  know  everything  that’s  happening  before 
everyone  else!!  Call  Stephat  (617)426-4469. _ 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (Q 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-U59 
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My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  251 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<f  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x  '  number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  2 1-30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

'  »No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name  _ 
Address  _ 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(61 7)353- 1 500 


, 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 

Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.O.  Box  613 
Cohasset,  MA,  02025 
(617)  383-0791 

Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 


Interested  in  purchase  or  consignment 
of  single  items  or  entire  estates 


HELP  WANTED 


LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  in  JP.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  driver’s  license.  Live-in 
$225/week.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/week.  Weekends 
$160.  Call  731-6228. _ (33) 

FREE  APT.  PLUS  5650/MONTH  CLEAR  SALARY 

Work  2  3-day  weekends  per  month  (and  provide 
emergency  back-up  coverage  half-time)  as  a  personal 
care  attendant  for  a  Jamaica  Plain  dynamo  disabled  les¬ 
bian.  Must  be  able  to  lift,  drive,  and  not  smoke  on  shift. 
Involves  personal  care  and  integrity.  Will  train.  Connie, 
(617)  524-0921. _ (35) 

Attendant  for  disabled  lesbian  art  therapist.  Wednesday 
8:30am  through  Friday  8:30am  (48  hrs.)  $200  clear.  Lif¬ 
ting,  driving,  personal  care.  Light  sleeper,  non-smoker 
preferred.  Call  524-0921. _ (35) 

PART-TIME  PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT 
Many  positions  available  as  PCA  or  back-up  PCA  for  a 
disbaled  writer.  Helping  me  to  shower,  dress.  No  lifting, 
but  perfer  those  with  strength  or  balance.  I  live  in  J.P. 
$7.10  per  hour.  No  taxes.  Call  (617)  232-5956.  Let  it 
ring. _ (33) 

LEFT  ECONOMIC  JOURNALISM  — 
Editor/writer/manager,  Dollars  &  Sense  magazine. 
Background  in  political  economy  desirable.  Magazine 
management/production  experience  useful.  3M  day  per 
week  position  beginning  in  June.  Salary  based  on 
$17,100  full-time  equivalent.  Full  health  benefits. 
Women  and  people  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Send 
resume  and  writing  sample  by  April  7  to  Dollars  & 
Sense,  1  Summer  St.,  Somerville,  MA  02143. _ (34) 

GREAT  WORK  OUTDOORS 

Landscaping  Helpers  —  Full  and  part  time.  Must  have 
car.  Labor  heavy  at  times.  Fair  wages  and  good  working 
environment.  Call  617/282-7227, _ (33) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


HELP  WANTED 


ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  02 116. _ 


Development  Director 

Progressive  development  agency  supporting 
Third  World  social  change  movements  seeks 
Development  Director  to  plan/implement  com¬ 
prehensive  fundraising  strategy.  Experience 
with  personal  solicitation  of  major  gifts  re¬ 
quired;  familiarity  with  direct  mail,  grantseek¬ 
ing,  PR  preferred.  28-30K,  excellent  benefits. 
People  of  color  encouraged.  Deadline  3/3 1 ;  hir¬ 
ing  5/1.  Grassroots  International,  P.O.  Box 
312,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 


Search  Reopened— 

Computer  Support 
Person 


We  are  looking  for  someone,  full  time,  to  provide 
general  end  user  support  and  daily  maintenance 
of  computer  system  and  software  at  Legal  Services 
Center  located  in  Jamaica  Plain.  Salary  DOE.  Ex¬ 
cellent  vacation  and  benefits  plan.  Send  resumes 
to  Victoria  Read,  Legal  Services  Center,  3529 
Washington  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130.  People  of 
color,  gay  men  and  lesbians  encouraged  to  apply. 
Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


PEOPLE  WITH 
AIDS 

NEED  YOU 


If  you're  interested  in  providing  health  care  to  people  with  AIDS. 
The  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston  has  a  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Currently,  we  are  training  Home  Health  Aides  to  work 
specifically  with  people  with  AIDS.  We  will  certify  you  as  a  Home 
Health  Aide.  Serve  your  community  and  provide  personal  care 
to  people  who  need  your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedule 

•  Paid  training  provided 

•  Benefits  available 


Interested  candidates 
(617)  426-7950. 

An  equal  op 


should  call  Jim  McCarthy, 

,  i  **«s.  PW 
men.  SI  Jackso^r 


RN,  at 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


Live  in  Housekeeper 

Year  round  position  available  for  women’s  guest  house, 
call  Gabriel's  at  (508)  487-3232. _ (33) 

Receptionist  for  active  holistic  five-person  medical  of¬ 
fice.  Needed:  good  inter-personal  skills  and  problem 
solving.  16-20  hours/wcck.  $7.00/hour.  One  year  com¬ 
mittment.  Call  Sheila  M/Tu/Th  625-8840.  Also  needed: 
computer  billing  person.  Must  be  organized,  quick  to 
learn,  good  with  details.  Third-party  billing  experience 
helpful.  Computer/accounts  reveivable  experience 
useful.  15-22  hours/week.  $8. 50/hour.  Call  Nancy 
625-8840.  _ (35) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


Camb/Som  —  2  great  and  amusing  LFs  seek  3rd  respon¬ 
sible,  considerate  one  for  nice  apartment  on  quiet  street 
near  ‘T’,  No  smoking  or  pets.  S342-plus,  776-6158.  (33) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  SUBLET  ~ 

2  LF’s  seek  3rd  housemate  for  large,  beautiful  Victorian 
apartmept  near  JP  Licks.  Non-smoking,  vegetarian; 
deck,  backyard,  W/D,  dishwasher;  Have  cats,  no  more 
pels.  Sublet  immed-5/l.  Approx.  $400  hid.  Anne: 
522-6561. _ (34) 

Seeking  LF  —  28  plus,  semi-vegetarian  nonsmoking, 
clean,  communicative,  friendly,  stable  to  share  3 
bedroom,  sunny,  spacious  home  with  LF31  -  quiet, 
creative,  healer.  2  rooms  or  1  available.  Belmont-Camb. 
line.  Debra:  484-1553. _ (33) 

ARLINGTON-CAMBRIDGE  LINE 

LF  30’s,  seeks  LF  housemate.  Beautiful  2BR,  great 
neighborhood,  short  walk  to  Red  LineT  and  bus.  Prefer 
grad/profess,  school  student  or  other  quiet  type.  Sober 
house.  $375  plus,  643-9005,  leave  message. _ (34) 

2LF  seek  3rd  for  large  newly  renovated  Som.  apt.  no 
pets,  drugs,  alcohol.  $330  plus.  Sara  38  Cathleen  48 
666-5313. _ (34) 

Lesbian  couple  looking  for  third  person  to  share  large 
apartment  near  Watertown  Square.  On  bus  line. 
Driveway  parking,  backyard.  No  smoking,  drinking, 
drugs,  pets,  $350.00.  Call  us!  924-6541 . _ (34) 

LESBIAN  FEMINIST  HOUSEHOLD 
21. F  seek  3rd  for  large  Brighton  apartment  in  house.  No 
smoking,  vegetarian,  must  love  pets  but  no  more  please. 
$300-plus.  Call  (617)  254-0407, _ (34) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED  -  MAYNARD 
LF  with  7  yr  old  dghtr  seeks  LF  to  share  6  room  home 
avail  4/ 1 . 400/mo  inclds  util  (508)  897-4880. _ (34) 

4  WOMEN  SK.  5TH 

For  cheerful  mostly  gay  mid  20’s  semi-veg  household. 
Hat-in  kitch,  1  Vi  bath  frpl.  hdwd  fir.  quiet  street  nr. 
Porter  T.  Call  625-3314. _ (34) 

Two  rooms  of  large  apartment  in  Medford,  near  station 
and  plaza.  No  pets/smokers/drugs.  $200  each  plus 
utilities.  After  6pm.  Betty  39S-0381 . _ (33) 

LF,  31  quiet  sober  smoker  seeks  gay  male  or  lesbian  to 
find  and  share  drug  an  alcohol  free  apartment  in  Beverly 
area.  (508)  927-6234. _ (33) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  and  personable  cat  seek  LF  to  share  our  spacious 
apartment  in  gay  owned  house  with  yard  near  Green 
and  Orange  lines.  No  smoking,  mininal  alcohol/drugs. 
$400-plus.  Call  524-7917. _ (33) 

LF  36  seeks  roommate  for  spacious  sunny  apt.  Quiet 
neighborhood,  fireplace,  backyard,  no  dogs,  another 
cat  O.K.  380-plus,  low  utilities,  484-7305,  Belmont.  (33) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate"  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469, 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2BR  apt  near  T.  Washer, 
dryer,  parking.  $350-plus  a  month.  No  smoking,  drugs, 
more  pets  (have  2  cats).  Leave  message.  522-8287,  (33) 

Sane,  LF  30’s  seeks  same  for  sunny  two  BR  house  in 
Newton.  Two  porches,  washer,  dryer.  No  pets  or  butts 
please!  Available  4-1.  $375  per  month  plus  utilities. 
Please  call  244-6725.  Must  be  born  in  October  (just  kid¬ 
ding!). _ (33) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


REWARD!  APT.  WANTED 

2LF/2  cats  need  1  bdrm.  apt.  by  4/1.  Max  $600/month  incl. 
utilities.  Somerville/Cambridge/NJedford/Newton  areas.  Safe 
neighborhood.  Call  collect  wr,m'f»n  <607)  724-8336. 
Dee/Erika/message.  wuincii  .  (36) 

MELVILLE  AVENUt  ,bee,1.JsflIiCI 


A  grand  apartment  in  restored  VictoAan.  Beautifully  detailed 
rooms  laid  out  for  entertaining  include  wood  paneled  and 
beamed  living  room.  Two  large  bedrooms,  1 'A  baths,  tons  of 
closets.  Near  Shawmut  Red  Line.  $1100  heated.  436-3014. 
References,  first  and  security. _  (34) 


APARTMENTS 


LYNN-SWAMPSCOTT 

Beautiful  I  BR  Apt.  Steps  to  beach.  Walk  to  train,  2  stops 
from  North  Station.  Nice  yard.  Parking.  $675  includes  all 
utilities,  (508)  744-0959. _ (35) 

DORCHESTER 

5  room  apartment,  back  porch,  natural  woodwork,  glass 
cabinets.  Near  Ashmont  T,  shopping.  Lesbian  owned,  quiet 
neighborhood.  Available  April  1st.  $750-plus.  No  pets. 
288-9567. _ (34) 

A  REAL  HOME 

Sun-filled  2  bedroom  duplex  with  hardwood  floors  in  Vic¬ 
torian  2  family.  Quiet  tree-lined  street  2  blocks  to  Ashmont  T. 
20  minute  drive  tp  Back  Bay.  $800  includes  heat  and  off-street 
parking.  Available  immediately,  call  owner  288-1587,  (33) 


FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE 

Noted  Black  woman  writer’s  home  in  Staten  Island,  NY. 
Contat  HEMA  and  IRIS  at  718/727-6900, _ (40) 

1986  Chevy  Chevette  2  dr  hatchback  less  than  25K  miles. 
Original  owner,  car  never  abused,  always  taken  care  of. 
Have  all  repair  and  maintenance  receipts.  Alarm,  a/c, 
rear  window  defogger,  tinted  windows,  AM/FM  stereo 
cassette  with  clock  and  electronic  tune.  New  standard 
transmission,  clutch,  brakes,  tune-up.  Great  little 
transportation  car.  Runs  like  a  top.  524-2401 .  (34) 


ALL  MALE! 

FLORIDA  -  HOLLYWOOD  HOUSE  RESORT 

A  tropical  setting  located  in  central  Hollywood,  Florida. 
Minutes  from  bars  and  beach.  Rooms,  efficiencies,  1-2 
bedrm  apts.  Low  nitely,  weekly  and  monthly  rates  avail. 
Pool,  clubhouse,  and  laundry  facility.  Call  (305) 
920-2372. _ _ _ _ (41) 

SKI  from  our  door  (we  have  snow)  or  cozy-up  by  our 
fires.  Lesbian  owned  and  operated  Farm/inn.  Baby 
goats,  horseback  riding,  veg.  cuisine.  Unique! 
GREENHOPE  FARM  802-533-7772. _ (33) 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails  and  then  un¬ 
wind  in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  Our 
100  scenic  acres  and  19  cozy  rooms  are  just  what  you 
need.  Inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby. 
Great  mid-week  discounts!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN, 
Box  I I8G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (35) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out,  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one.  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Gay  Christians 

Read  the  national  newspaper  that's  devoted 
to  your  concerns  and  interests. 

C 1  the  C'i 

bixoM)  Stone 


Knganing  Features  &  Columns 


News  from  Gay  Christian  Groups 


Newshric  fs  Calendar  Book  Revie 


Retreats.  Travel  &  New  Friends 


Send  $12.60  for  a  one  year  subscription  (six  issues.) 
Or  write  to  find  out  more. 

THE  SECOND  STONE 
P.  O.  Box  8340  New  Orleans,  LA  70182 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  — .  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive-  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $I8/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181 . _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  Ihe  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI 
48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN.-Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.IOOI  I.  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $l3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885.  (ex) 


PUBLICATIONS 


ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $  1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info, _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _ (7) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE.] 
gAjexande^^rkman^7^^^^r^|  ■ 

‘POLITICAL  PRISONERS’  -  There  is  a  § 
group  of  prisoners  preparing  to  publish  a  I 
newsletter  of  prison  news/analysis  from  a 
Marxist  point  of  view,  including  various  ~ 
forms  of  struggles  and  conditions  in 
prisons  around  the  world.  Knowledge  of 
each  others  struggles  is  the  first  step 
towards  unity.  A  penpal  space  will  also  be 
provided  with  prisoners’  names  and 
political  orientation  (anarchist,  Marxist, 
nationalist,  etc.).  For  more  info:  Paul 
Wright,  930783,  Box  777,  Monroe  WA 
98272.  We’re  especially  interested  in  art¬ 
work  from  prisoners,  and  in  people  who 
can  make  some  copies  and  help  distribute 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733  ^ _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


I  am  24  (25  in  May!),  a  lesbian  and  would  like 
!  to  write  someone  from  the  North  or  Northeast. 
I  like  to  write  prose  &  poetry,  am  a  world  peace 
advocate  but  do  not  talk  much  about  politics, 

I  am  into  rock  and  roll  and  heavy  metal. 
Stephanie  POWELL,  461047,  AdSeg  Rec,  1401 

State  School  Rd,  Gatesville  TX  76599 _ 

I’m  30,  Italian,  feminine,  and  would  like  to 
correspond  with  other  lesbians.  I  like  butch 
women.  Any  race  or  age.  Denise  DAVIS, 
57239,  Box  3400,  Goodyear  AZ  85338. 


FREE  BOOKS  &  DICTIONARIES!!  You 

can  get  free  dictionaries  (including 
SPANISH-English  dictionary)  from: 
PRISON  LIBRARY  PROJECT,  976  W. 
Foothill  Blvd,  Claremont  CA  91711- 


Cheap  Legal  Info! 

For  $5,  you  can  get  a  good  book  on 
criminal  procedure,  civil  suits,  habeas  cor- ! 
pus  relief,  1983  suits,  and  prisoners  rights, 
from:  Criminal  Procedure  Project, 
Georgetown  Law  Journal,  600  New  Jersey 
Av^jW^Vashington  DC  20001 

OVERTHROW,  a  very  interesting  prisoner  and 
political  info  mag,  is  FREE  to  prisoners.  Write 
them  at:  Overthrow,  Box  392  Canal  St,  New 
York,  NY  10013. 

Young  gay  male  looking  for  lasting  relationship 
with  those  on  the  outside.  My  interests  include 
electronics,  computers,  outdoor  activities,  sex. 
Please  write  soon.  Robert  GRAHAM, 
83219-012,  8901  S.  Wilmot  Rd,  Tucson  AZ 
85706. 


gU 


CANDY  D!  I  received  your  letter  and  do  want 
to  write  but  your  return  address  was  not 
readable.  Please  write  again.  With  love  from 
Cynthia  Ann  McCorkle,  133442,  Holman  37, 
Atmore  AL  36503. 


I’m  a  Black  Homosexual,  30  years  old,  and  I 
will  like  to  hear  from  all  gays  and  lesbians  on 
the  outside  or  in  prison.  I’m  seeking  long  term 
friendship.  John  (‘Boojack’)  ROYAL,  117208, 
C-bldg,  500  Spring  St,  Richmond  VA  23216 


I’m  a  design  artist  by  trade  and  do  shadow  art, 
poems,  stories.  Studying  Rosicrucian  religion. 
Seeking  relationship  with  TV-TS-crossdressers 
to  perfected  roles.  One  of  a  kind.  Terry 
‘Gemini’  ANDERSON,  048790,  Box  900 
(5-A-231),  Jefferson  City  MO  65102 


Californian  lost  in  the  land  of  OZ.  Need 
friends.  Into  rock  and  heavy  metal,  weightlif¬ 
ting,  water  sports  and  traveling  and  art.  Can 
write  prisoners  too.  Russell  SCOTT,  33921, 
Box  1568,  Hutchinson  KS  67504  


I’m  a  gay  mail  of  27.  I’m  into  sexy  hot  letters 
and  photo  collecting  and  travel.  1  enjoy  verious 
types  of  sex,  some  top  but  mostly  bottom.  I 
prefer  men  in  the  free  world.  Joe  William  AID, 
462512,  Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852. 


GM  Black  seeking  friendship.  Being  paroled  in 
August  of  1989.  Color  makes  no  difference. 
Kenneth  Lee  ROYAL,  Y-6879  (K-l-RHU  21), 
Drawer  K,  Dallas  PA  18612. 


I  had  something  for  GCN  Black  History  month 
on  movie  stars  but  have  missed  the  deadline. 
Well,  maybe  next  year.  I  would  like  to  place  an 
ad.  I  collect  movie  stars’  photos  and  like  camp¬ 
ing  and  sweet  young  men.  Please  write. 
Howard  McTAGGART,  M-8604,  RD  10  Box 
10,  Greensburg  PA  15601, _ 

l‘m  a  very  down  to  earth  black  man  that  really  I 
needs  new  friends.  I  love  writing  all  over  and  if  I 
you  think  that  you  will  like  to  know  about  mel 
write  me  a  letter  to  me  at  Lemrick  THOMAS,! 
Y-8797,  Drawer  K,  Dallas  PA  18612. 

Out  of  the  closet  1  finally  did  come, 

Want  to  share  feelings  with  a  special  someone,) 
So  hurry  and  send  me  a  letter,  my  dear, 

I  could  be  released  at  the  end  of  this  year. 
Herbert  SMITH,  00941-033,  Box  1000, 
Lewisburg  PA  17837. 


BOOKS  FOR  WOMEN! 

We  are  an  anti-authoritarian  workers  collective 
and  we  offer  FREE  books  to  women  in  prison. 
We  also  accept  donations  of  books  or  money 
from  non-prisoners.  Write:  Books  For  Prisoners, 
Left  Bank  Books,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle  WA 
98101. 

Looking  for  friendship.  A  gay  friend  in  here 
told  me  how  great  your  paper  is  and  what  it 
stands  for.  If  there’s  anyway  you  could  print 
my  ad  it  would  really  help  me  more  than  I  could 
say.  WaTren  PRESLEY,  97404,  Box  128,  Ed- 
dyville  KY  42033 _ 

Bi-sexule  man  in  need  of  someone  that 
understands  what  it  means  to  be  lonely.  Look¬ 
ing  for  a  friend  or  relationship.  John 
WAGNER,  79C  447,  Box  500,  Elmira  NY 
14902. _ 

Gay  male  wants  to  correspond  with  gay  males 
of  any  age  or  race.  I  enjoy  sports,  the  outdoors, 
good  movies,  and  reading.  William  JONES, 
D-13174,  L-2,  Reidsville  GA  30499. _ 

I’m  a  hermaphrodite,  more  female  and  will  be 
undergoing  correctional  surgery.  I  like  women 
and  men,  the  arts,  outdoors,  cooking  and  com¬ 
puters.  I  can’t  write  to  prisoners  but  would  like 
to  hear  from  someone.  Michelle  ZIEGAST, 
P-9106,  RD  10  Box  10,  Greensburg  PA  15601 

Gay  man,  21,  seeking  friendship.  Getting  out 
soon.  Will  answer  all.  Casey  CUNNINGHAM, 
44799,  Box  1568,  Hutchinson  KS  67504. 

Black  with  short  black  hair  (bi).  Interested  in 
sjiorts  (watching  and  participating),  listening  to 
music,  watching  comedy,  movies.  Collect  rag- 
gae,  jazz,  R&B,  rock).  Ambition:  to  attend  col¬ 
lege.  Please  write.  John  WALTERS,  81208, 
MSU  Star  Rt  Box  22-B,  Tucker  AR  72168 
If  your  club  (penpals)  is  able  to  provide  a  ‘need’ 
of  mine,  a  need  that  has  been  needing  fulfilling 
for  such  a  long  time,  I  would  be  of  total  hap¬ 
piness  along  with  a  brighter  life  among  other 
great  assets.  My  hobbies  are  art,  bowling, 
music,  ‘love’,  movies,  photo  &  stamp  collec¬ 
ting.  I’m  in  deep  desire  for  a  special  friend. 
Alan  HUSTED,  108721-N  52,  PO  Box  699W, 
Sneads  FL  32460. _ 

Gay  prisoner  seeking  correspondence  and 
friendship.  I’m  into  animals,  quiet  country 
lifestyle,  chess,  reading,  arts,  theater,  and  good 
times  with  someone  special.  William 
NEWKIRK,  077675,  H-5  A-22,  1150  SW 
Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956. 
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Tuesday 

Boston  □  Support  Group  for  Battered  Women  meets  at 
7pm.  617/899-8676. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for  Adult 
Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital.  8:30-l0pm.  Intake 
interview  required.  617/522-5800  x 1 908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  and  Marching  Band 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St.  7:15  p.m.  In- 
(o:  joe  617/625-3304,  Zoe  617/396-2989. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket.  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Info:  Bill  617/782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College. 
7:00pm.  617/49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap:  3/7  Same  vs.  Op¬ 
posite  Sex  Relationships.  Women's  Ctr,  46  Pleasant,  7:30- 1 Opm. 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  3/7  Odd 

Couples/Mismatches.  7-8:30pm.  The  Women's  Center  (see 
above). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  New  persons' 
meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet  separately  6:45-7:30; 
general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  617/354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics  Mass.  General 
Hospital,  lower  amphitheater  (next  to  emergency  room  en¬ 
trance).  7:30pm.  617/259-1559. 

Boston  □  New  group  forming  for  Lesbians  who  have  been 
sexually  harassed  at  work.  Wed.  or  Th.  617/492-7273. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  your  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted. 


4  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  March  On  Benefit  for  Hospice  at  Mission  Hill. 
Performance/Dance  party.  Camb.  Multicultural  Arts  Ctr,  41  2nd 
St.  9pm-midnight.  510.  617/577-1400. 

Boston  □  South  East  Gay  And  Lesbian  Country  Dance 
Series.  1st  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts. 
8-1  Ipm.  55.  Info:  Barbara,  617/625-9166. 

Boston  □  Greater  Boston  Chapter  of  the  Imperial  Court 
System  meeting.  2-4pm.  Info:  617/497-8282. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Craft  Market,  celebrating  Interna¬ 
tional  Women's  Day.  Ilam-Spm.  Also  3/11.  186  Hampshire  St., 
downstairs. 

Dorchester  □  12th  Annual  International  Women’s  Day 
Celebration  “Kitchen  Table  Conversations".  Grover 
Cleveland  School,  II  Charles  St.  5:30-9pm.  Free.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible. 

Boston  □  Alive  With  AIDS.  A  new  musical  production  by  the 
Living  with  AIDS  theatre  project.  Wed. -Sun.  thru  March  27.  Club 
Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  8pm.  Tkts:5l8.50,  516.50.  Info: 
536-0972. 

Boston  □  Safe  Sex,  Harvey  (Torch  Song  Trilogy)  Fierstein’s 
campy  play  about  love  in  the  AIDS  era.  New  Erlich  Theatre.  Thru 
5/14.  539  Tremont  St.  5pm  &  8:30pm.  Info:  482-6316. 

Cambridge  □  Princess  Tam  Tam  and  Zouzou.  theatrical 
premieres  of  two  Josephine  Baker  films.  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brat¬ 
tle  St.  thru  3/9 


Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbians.  Brown  Bag  Lunch.  12:30.  Info: 
Julie  at  725-3562. 


Somerville  □  Women’s  Vision.  Cable  TV  show  produced  by 
the  Women's  Video  Collective.  Ch.  3.  7  pm. 


9  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St. ,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


Boston  □  Joan  Scott  speaks  on  Feminism  and  History.  Nor¬ 
theastern  U.  Women's  Studies  Colloquium.  Ell  Building,  Nor¬ 
theastern  U.  8pm.  617/437-4984. 


Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  for  non-offending  male  sexual 
abuse  victims.  Chamber  of  Commerce  Conference  Room,  859 
Mass.  Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  617/498-9881. 


Boston  □  Massage  Intensive  a  Living  Well  workshop  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Fenway  Health  Center.  93  Mass.  Ave.  6-8pm. 
617/267-0900. 


Boston  □  Drop-in  night  for  women  concerned  about 

AIDS.  Fenway  Health  Center,  93  Mass  Ave,  3rd  floor. 
6:30-8pm.  Wheelchair  access.  617/267-0900. 


10  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5pm  to  I  Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  & 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


Randolph  □  Pictionary  with  Gay  Professional  Women. 

5100  prize!  Randolph  country  club.  8pm.  617/585-6051  (eves.) 


Weekly  Events 

Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  is  planning 
a  new  training  session  for  individuals  to  work  on  their  24  hour 
hotline.  617/492-8306. 


Boston  □  When  Women  Lead  International  Women's  Day 
Celebration.  Films,  speakers,  refreshment.  Mass.  College  of  Art, 
Longwood  building.  Comer  of  Longwood  and  Brookline  Aves. 
S:30-9:30pm.  53.  617/266-5150. 


Brookline  □  Brookline/Brighton/Newton  Lesbian 
Potluck.  Bring  a  game  or  just  yourself.  6pm.  Info:  232-5946. 


Jamaica  Plain  □  New  England  Lesbian  Scientists  Net¬ 
work.  Potluck  brunch.  l2noon.  Info:  522-4384. 


Nashua,  NH  □  On  Tidy  Endings.  Harvey  Fierstein's  award¬ 
winning  one  act  play.  Palace  Theater,  Hanover  St.  Info: 
603/668-5588. 


Roslindale  □  Roslindale/Hyde  Park/W.  Roxbury  Lesbian 
Neighbors.  Potluck.  6pm.  Info:  364-9172. 


Marlboro  □  WOBBLES  (West  of  Boston  Lesbians).  Trip  to 
Boston  flower  show.  Info:  508/568-4795. 


Waltham  □  Women  and  Disabilities  Workshop. 

Presented  by  Francine  Genn.  Alumni  Lounge,  Brandeis  Universi¬ 
ty.  3pm.  Info:  736-3740. 


Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Planning  meeting.  142  Memorial  Drive,  rm.  306.  7pm. 
Info:  776-6956. 


Boston  □  Celebration  '90:  Gay  Games  Ml  and  Cultural 
Festival.  General  meeting.  B.  Gibson  Associates,  556  Tremont 
St.  Info:  288-1606. 


Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  Potluck.  Br¬ 
ing  food  and  non-alcoholic  drink.  First  Church  Unitarian,  comer 
of  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  4-7pm.  Info:  524-0833. 


10  Friday  □  Those  tough  girls  from 
Phoenix  radio  (no,  not  101.7  FM)  take 
over  the  airwaves,  and  maybe  the 
government  in  Lizzie  Borden’s  film  Born 
in  Flames.  Produced  by  Red  Shades 
Affinity  Group  as  a  benefit  for 
COMADRES,  The  Committee  of  Mothers 
of  the  Disappeared  in  El  Salvador.  8pm. 
Jamaica  Plain  High  School  Auditorium.  $5 
at  the  door.  Wheelchair  accessible. 


5  Sunday 

Boston  □  Live  broadcast  of  the  5th  International  Women’s 
Day  Video  Festival.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  Cable 
channels  A3  and  A8.  Noon-5pm. 

Cambridge  □  Bell  Hooks.  Black  feminist  theorist,  appears  at 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St.  3-5pm. 
617/876-5310. 

Somerville  □  GLOSS,  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings  potluck.  7pm.  Info:  Mike,  617/628-6956  or  Rich, 
776-6956. 

6  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Violence  the  Disease,  Justice  the  Cure.  99 

Brattle  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  617/277-1330,  524-0821  (TTY). 
Wheelchair  accessible. 

Boston  □  Committee  on  Gay/Lesbian  Issues,  NASW  on 

building  links  bcw/lesbtans/gay  men  and  their  families.  7pm.  Info: 
Cate.  617/391-2790. 

7  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Women's  Health  Leadership  Awards  presented 
by  the  Dept,  of  Public  Health  in  recognition  of  outstanding  con¬ 
tributions  to  women's  health.  Doric  Hall,  State  House,  2-4pm. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  meet  for  din¬ 
ner  at  Doyles'  Cafe.  Washington  St.  6:30  pm.  Info:  524-0833. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Alumnae  of  Wellesley  (LAW)  plan¬ 
ning  meeting.  Women's  Center,  43  Pleasant  St.  7:30.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Info:  484-8527. 

8  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Vigil  for  Justice  to  support  the  poor 
and  dispossessed.  Wear  dark  clothes  and  bring  your  own  light. 
Park  St.  station,  S:30-6:30pm. 


Cambridge  □  Spring  Dance  by  Gays  at  MIT.  Lobdell  MIT 
Student  Center,  84  Mass.  Ave.  9pm- 1  am.  53/4.  6I7/253-S440. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Born  in  Flames.  Lizzie  Borden's  feminist  sci- 
fi  film.  Benefit  for  COMADRES.  JP  High  School.  8pm. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  55. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Coffeehouse  Birthday  Party. 

Help  celebrate  three  years  of  women's  entertainment.  Women's 
Center,  43  Pleasant  St.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  354-8807. 

1 1  Saturday 

Boston  □  In  The  Year  of  13  Moons  and  Willow  Spring 

Films  by  W.R.  Fassbinder  and  Werner  Schroeter.  Boston 
Film/Video  Foundation.  1126  Boylston  St.  8pm.  55  non¬ 
members/54  members.  Info:  536-1540. 

Northampton  □  Fetishes  Show  &  Tell.  Shelix  lesbian  S/M 
support  group's  monthly  meeting.  8  pm.  Info/Location: 
413/584-7616. 

Boston  □  Women  See  Women.  Mass.  Women's  art  on 
display.  AAMARP  Gallery,  Northeastern  Univ.  4-6:30pm.  Thru 
4/3.  Info:  424-1411. 

Boston  □  Visions  of  the  Spirit.  Elena  Featherston's  new  film 
about  Alice  Walker.  Tower  Auditorium,  Mass  College  of  Art. 
Huntington  Ave.  8pm.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info.  424-1411. 

Boston  □  Lily  and  May.  Acclaimed  Australian  comedy.  Tower 
Auditorium,  Mass.  College  of  Art.  Huntington  Ave.  9pm. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  424-1411. 

Roxbury  □  In  Celebration  of  “The  Women  Who  Take  the 
Early  Bus.”  Hononng  working  women  in  Boston.  South  Africa 
and  Palestine.  Roxbury  Community  College  Cafeteria.  Childcare 
provided.  7:30pm.  Donation  requested.  Info:  522-8728 

Cambridge  1]  The  1 1  th  Annual  International  Women's 
Day  Radio  Celebration  16  hours  of  women's  programming. 
WMBR  88.1  FM.  8am-midmght. 


Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  Group  Sensual 
Massage.  For  gay,  bisexual  men,  thru  3/11.  551  Tremont  St., 
studio  406.  7:30pm.  512.  617/522-9164 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of  Karate  ihd 
Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages,  abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm.  617/547-3889. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop. 
No  performance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  Women's  Self- 
Defense  Classes  All  ages  and  abilities.  Meets  Wed.  eves..  Sat. 
afternoons  in  South  End.  617/574-9433. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  Sun¬ 
day  drop-in:  2-5pm.  617/354-6658. 

Brookline  □  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance  Classes  for  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  men.  I/8-3/5.  I636A  Beacon  St.  555-60. 
617/522-1444. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30-9:30pm.  617/426-9205. 

Boston  □  "Boston’s  Other  Voice,"  radio  for  Gay/Lesbian 
community.  WROR  98.5  FM.  1 1:00pm. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM.  2:30am. 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  Straight  Talk  About  Disabilities,  March  program 
on  Employment.  M/W  nights  at  7:30pm.  Channel  A-22. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topic:  3/6  Erotic  Writing. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free  617/354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 


Cambridge  □  “Say  it  Sister!”  WMBR.  88  I  FM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Brookline  □  Boston  Committee  Determined  to  Free 

Sharon  Kowalski  meets.  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  18  Williston 
Rd.  7pm.  617/661-0533. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  617/661-7737. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd  Th. 
every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church.  22  Main  St. 
7:30pm.  413/527-5310 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors'  Group  for  women.  New 
England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6:30pm.  Info: 
Sara  Epstein.  617/979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal  Medicine 
and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding  scale.  Info: 
Whitewolf,  617/277-8232. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  Walker  Memorial,  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  617/266-1129. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in  group 
for  women  who  have  been  raped.  617/492-RAPE. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group  for 
HIV  positive.  PWAs,  PWARCs  and  supporters.  Open  to  ail  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana  508/7SS-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon, 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  617/426-9205 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse. 3/10  3rd  Birthday 
Celebration.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant,  8pm-midnight. 
61 7/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


By  Leslie  Absher 

BOSTON  —  Over  100  reproductive  rights 
activists  spent  Jan.  22  —  the  sixteenth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Supreme  Court’s  Roe  v. 
Wade  decision  legalizing  abortion  —  strategiz- 
ing  about  the  fighting  for  reproductive 
freedom.  The  meeting,  held  at  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Massachusetts  at  Boston,  was  organiz¬ 
ed  by  the  Reproductive  Rights  Network 
(R2N2)  and  the  Boston  Women’s  Health 
Book  Collective  (BWHBC)  —  authors  of 
Our  Bodies  Ourselves,  and  Our  Bodies 
Growing  Older. 

The  sense  of  urgency  evident  at  the  con¬ 
ference  was  at  least  in  part  due  to  the 
escalating  demonstrations  both  locally  and 
nationally  by  an  anti-choice  group  calling 
itself  “Operation  Rescue.”  Participants  at 
the  conference  also  cited  President  George 
Bush’s  address  to  an  anti-choice  rally  two 
days  after  being  sworn  in,  and  the  Supreme 
Court’s  potential  to  overturn  Roe  v.  Wade 
as  further  evidence  that  a  woman’s  right  to 
safe,  legal,  and  funded  abortions  is  under 
attack. 

Ironically,  as  the  panelists  who  addressed 
the  conference  agreed,  the  most  profound 
omission  from  the  abortion/reproductive 
rights  debate  continues  to  be  the  woman. 
Many  panelists  expressed  frustration  that 
the  right  to  abortion  continues  to  require 
defense,  and  that  larger  issues  of  reproduc¬ 
tive  freedom  and  women’s  rights  must  be 
confined  to  a  debate  on  abortion.  Activists 
who  have  been  in  the  reproductive  rights 
arena  since  the  mid-sixties  found  it  incredi¬ 
ble  to  still  be  waging  the  same  battle. 

Elizabeth  Hill,  of  R2N2,  spoke  of  abor¬ 
tion  as  part  of  a  larger  group  of  urgent 
reproductive'  and  health  concerns  for 
women.  Hill  listed  the  end  to  forced 
sterilization,  responsive  and  accessible  child 
care,  the  right  for  women  to  choose  to  bear 
children,  fair  gay  and  lesbian  foster  care 
policies,  and  non-toxic  work  and  living  en¬ 
vironments  as  other  needs  as  press¬ 
ing  as  abortion.  She  also  described  R2N2  as 
a  community-based  grassroots  organization 
that  emphasizes  coalition  building  among 
varying  groups,  creating  videos,  and  writing 
leaflets  as  alternative  and  more  effective 
tools  for  social  change  than  elections  and 
lobbying  tactics. 

Hill  closed  her  address  with  a  number  of 
questions  that  outlined  the  agenda  of  the 


Participants  at  the  Jan.  22  forum  (L-R)  Beverly  Smith,  Susan  Moirer,  Norma  Swenson,  Marlene  Fried 

Signing  behind  Fried  is  Laurie  Benjamin. 


Reproductive  rights 
activists  take  stock 


Boston  feminists  analyze  current  state  of  struggle  and 
insist  on  larger  agenda  than  defending  abortion 


conference:  How  do  we  influence  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  a  body  that  is  immune  to 
political  pressure?  How  do  we  deal  with  the 
most  prominent  anti-choice  group,  “Opera¬ 
tion  Rescue”?  How  do  we  put  women  back 
into  the  debate?  And  how  do  we  expand  this 
movement  to  include  women  of  color,  poor 
women  and  working  class  women? 

The  second  organizer  to  address  the  con¬ 
ference  was  Beverly  Smith,  who  spoke  “Not 
just  as  a  Black  woman,  but  as  all  the  things 
that  I  am,  which  is  definitely  a  feminist  and 
a  health  feminist  who’s  been  involved  in  this 
struggle  for  many,  many  years.”  Smith  dis¬ 
cussed  her  experience  “before  abortion  was 
legal”  and  said  that  reproductive  rights  ac¬ 
tivists  must  effectively  argue  that  abortion  is 
necessary  for  women  to  be  able  to  “choose 
ourselves”  and  have  some  control  over  the 
quality  of  our  lives. 

Smith  also  outlined  some  issues  that  af¬ 
fect  the  participation  of  women  of  color  in 
the  struggle  for  abortion.  She  said  the 


feminist  connection  to  abortion  sometimes 
“turns  Black  women  off”  because  feminism 
is  closely  associated  with  white  women.  In 
addition,  religious  fundamentalism  and  the 
fear  of  genocide  are  issues  for  Black  women 
in  relation  to  abortion,  she  said. 

Smith  underscored  the  threat  of  genocide 
in  the  context  of  the  AIDS  epidemic,  in 
which  women  of  color,  especially  Black  and 
Latina  women,  are  disproportionately  af¬ 
fected.  “When  you’re  talking  about  women 
and  AIDS,  think  women  of  color,”  she  said, 
adding,  “We  have  to  be  very  concerned 
about  women  of  color  being  forced  to  be 
sterilized  or  have  abortions  because  they  are 
at  high  risk  or  because  they  are  HIV 
positive.” 

Smith  ended  her  talk  by  pointing  out  that 
abortion,  and  health  issues  in  general,  are 
not  high  priorities  for  Black  women, 
especially  poor  Black  women,  who  are  more 
likely  to  be  dealing  with  “immediate  con¬ 
cerns”  than  working  on  “preserving  a  right 


[abortion]  which  you  might  want  to  exercise 
in  the  future.”  She  said  that  participation  by 
Black  women  in  reproductive  rights  strug¬ 
gles  would  most  likely  come  from  women’s 
groups  within  the  Black  community. 

Norma  Swenson  from  BWHBC  gave  the 
third  address  as  an  overview  of  the  first  and 
second  waves  of  American  feminism:  the 
first  being  concerned  with  the  right  to  vote, 
and  the  second  wave  centering  around 
women’s  health  and  sexuality.  She  listed 
some  of  the  historical  developments  in  the 
reproductive  rights  struggle  both  before  and 
since  Roe  v.  Wade,  including:  the  emergence 
of  female  health  practitioners  (women  either 
performing  legal  abortions  or  assisting 
medically  within  abortion  clinics);  the 
organization  of  the  Jane  Collective  (a 
woman-organized  underground  abortion 
service  founded  in  the  late  sixties  and  early 
seventies  in  Chicago  in  response  to  the 
tragedy  of  back  alley  abortions);  and  the 
dissemination  of  information  and  discus¬ 
sion  about  other  reproductive  rights  issues. 

The  fourth  speaker  challenged  the 
women’s  movement  to  be  more  opea  to 
disabled  women  and  bring  an  awareness  of 
disability  to  the  abortion  debate.  Laura 
Rauscher  from  the  Women  in  Disability 
Project  said  eugenics  are  a  dimension  in  the 
fight  for  reproductive  rights  that  feminists 
must  continue  to  address.  “How  do  we 
make  sure  we’re  giving  women  a  choice  in 
abortion  around  the  issue  of  disability?”  she 
asked.  She  emphasized  that  abortion, 
sterilization,  genetic  screening,  and  counsel¬ 
ing  are  often  used  to  eliminate  people  with 
disabilities.  Rauscher  explained  that  fun¬ 
damental  work  must  be  done  to  break  down 
the  fear  and  stereotypes  around  having  a 
child  with  disabilities.  Women  need  to  know 
that  their  disabled  child  has  choices  for 
her/his  life.  There  are  many  ways  in  which 
connections  between  abortion  and  disability 
need  to  be  addressed,  so  that  the  abortion 
rights  community  is  not  helping  to  eliminate 
people  with  disabilities. 

Elizabeth  McMahon  from  Amigas  Latina 
en  Accion  pro-Salud  (ALAS)  followed 
Rauscher,  and  spoke  about  the  sterilization 
of  Latina  women,  particularly  Puerto  Rican 
women.  She  also  touched  on  the  emotional 
victimization  a  15-year-old  latina  had  ex¬ 
perienced  at  the  hands  of  “Operation 
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In  a  quandry  about  what  to  give  those  special  dykes  in  your  life  on  this  International  Women’s  Day? 

Satisfy  them  ail  with  Gay  Community  News! 

Sure,  there’s  timely  news,  fantastic  features  and  lively  letters;  but  resourceful  lesbians  everywhere  know  GCN  is  so  much  more  than  a  news¬ 
paper.  For  example,  are  those  wonderful  women... 
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appreciated  by  that  gal  who  takes  her  lessons  seriously) 
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